
“Oh that my praise could be 
as ceaseless as His bounty”.  
(C. Spurgeon) 
 
Driving or walking through 
the country at 
this time of year 
takes my breath 
away!  Every-
where I look 
there’s beauty 
and abundance – 
the trees are 
laden with fruit, 
the wheat has 
matured and the 
corn is tall.  Entire meadows 
are carpeted with purple, 
white and yellow wildflow-
ers.  Our faithful God has 
promised us seedtime and 
harvest as long as the earth 

remains.  How can we do 
anything other than have an 
attitude of thanksgiving for 
how He has blessed us.  It 
seems as if nature itself is 

shouting praises to 
Him. 
 “Let us live in 
awe of the Lord our 
God, for He gives us 
rain each spring and 
fall, assuring us of a 
harvest when the 
time is right “  
Jeremiah 5:24. 
 

As I rejoice in all this beauty, 
I think back to the labour 
involved to bring in the har-
vest.  At every step of the 
process, work has to be 
done at the right time to 

The afternoon of the first 
Ablaze ladies meeting Rhoda 
shared with me her desire to 
see our women connect and 
be there for one another.   
 “It’s like ladies in ru-
ral communities …. They 
would come together to 
share the load and do things 
together”. 
 This may seem like 
an odd statement from this 
stylish, hip “city girl” yet 
Rhoda’s roots began in a rural 
farming community in the 
town of Huttonville, known 
today as Brampton. 
 I was brought to 
tears when, in our prepara-
tion for that night Rhoda 

pulled out a beautiful bowl 
and platter and said, “this is 
for you, Mom!”.  She ex-
plained to me that her 
mother had used the same 
set over the years as she 
hosted various women’s 
groups and mission society 
members in her home.  
Obviously more than a 
bowl and platter were 
passed down to HCF’s 
forerunner intern!  A godly 
heritage came with it. 
 When I asked 
about her early encounters 
with God, Rhoda recalls 
suggesting to her husband, 
Andy one day that they 
needed to find a Bible Study 
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accomplish the task.  The min-
ute the seeds poke through the 
ground, the weeds begin to 
compete for the space.  They 
grow rapidly and will over-
whelm the plants.  Great care 
needs to be taken so that when 
weeds are pulled, it doesn’t pull 
out the young shoots. 
 Isaiah 53 says that Jesus 
was a tender, green shoot that 
grew up in the dry ground.  He 
was the first one, “the planting 
of the Lord that He might be 
glorified”.  No wonder He’s 
“Lord of the Harvest”.  Every-
thing we have in the natural 
world, in the spiritual realm 
comes from His obedience.  He 
was despised and rejected.  He 
was crushed and 
treated harshly – 
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a man of sorrows.  He allowed 
Himself to be planted in the 
dirt of this earth in spite of the 
pressure, in spite of the pain.  
He wanted to save us, to de-
liver us from the devil, to set 
us free.  We are counted 
righteous because of all Jesus 
endured; because He wanted 
to have us with Him!  He 
cared for us as young shoots 
in His garden. 
 Now I believe He’s 
calling us to be planted in new, 
and perhaps unusual ways for 
His Glory.  In His perfect tim-
ing, He plants and tears down.  
He calls His righteous ones to 
the harvest field.  There are 
many labouring in His vine-
yards all over the world.  He 

has scattered His people like 
good seed among the nations 
and they are shining with the 
Light of His Presence.  He takes 
care of us and watches over us.  
We ourselves, who have been 
nurtured by Him, are being 
called to the harvest.  It’s a 
time of ingathering and home-
coming.  Matthew 9:11 in the 
Message says, “He looked over 
the crowds and His heart 
broke.  So confused and aimless 
they were, like sheep with no 
shepherd.  What a huge harvest 
and how few workers.  On 
your knees and pray for harvest 
hands.” 
 There are people who 
are not His people yet who He 
is calling to Himself, who He is 
calling home.  Amongst the 
stubborn and resistant are 
those who are losing their de-
termination to rebel and are 

somewhere.  She didn’t really 
even know what that was or 
what it meant.  That same week 
Andy was out cutting the front 
lawn and a neighbour came by to 
invite them to a Bible Study!  For 
a woman who now flows so eas-
ily in the prophetic, it’s interest-
ing to me how God spoke pro-
phetically through her even then, 
though she wouldn’t be able to 
‘label’ it for many years to come. 
 One of the first things 
that come to mind regarding 
Rhoda is her love of being a 
“Mom”.  I know that Rhoda 
wouldn’t tell you how much she 
has sacrificed for her kids but I 
know that the good relationships 
she has with both Monica and 
Aaron have not come without a 
cost.  She probably wouldn’t tell 
you, because she probably just 
doesn’t see it that way. 
 “I delight in my children 
and I love watching them grow 
and become who they are”. 

Profile … cont’d  It’s one of the reasons 
she was happy to have chosen 
to home-school.  It became an 
extension of their home life that 
gave her much-enjoyed quality 
time with them.  To other 
moms she would say, “All you 
give into your children’s lives … 
no matter how hard, no matter 
how much time … is well 
worth it, more than you could 
imagine!” 
 The same statement 
could be applied to her relation-
ship with God.  Rhoda’s a wor-
shipper.  She loves music that 
draws her into the Jesus’ Pres-
ence and would site the majes-
tic description of the Lord in 
Isaiah 6 as her favourite Scrip-
ture passage. 
 She’s a visionary and 
loves the allegorical symbolism 
of movies like The Lord of the 
Rings.  “I don’t look at things 
superficially but look into the 
depths to see the truth”.  She 
pauses.  “…it’s the way I ap-
proach life …. People’s lives 
have so many things of impor-

tance, but they’re found as 
you go deeper.” 
 And trust me, there 
is little ‘superficial’ about this 
radical woman of God.  What 
you see is what you get and 
yet - there’s a depth to this 
woman’s heart that even she 
is just discovering. 
 Her most recent col-
lage creation reads “Take a 
big leap forward!” and she’s 
doing just that ... in faith … 
into the flow and life of God. 
 I asked this former 
farm girl, in keeping with this 
month’s theme, “Harvest 
Time”, “Where is the harvest 
in your life in this season?” 
 “My relationship with 
my kids.  I’m enjoying them in 
so many ways.  My marriage.  
Andy and I have been married 
26 years this month and God 
has been so faithful to us over 
the years.  And also the start 
of ‘Ablaze’ … it’s God’s tim-
ing of things that have been 
sown into my life over the 
years.” 

NOVEMBER’S THEME IS “DREAMS”  
Send us your dreams, poems, songs, quotes, thoughts before October 27th  at hcfnewsletter@bellnet.ca  

Not only is there 
a harvest, there 
is a big harvest. 

Jesus said to 
look at the 

“fields.” That is 
plural! Verse 35 
in the NLT says 
“vast fields are 

ripening all 
around.” When 
we open our 
eyes and see 
the harvest, it 

will ignite a faith 
in our hearts 
and a stirring 
within to get 

involved” 
 

Patricia King 

beginning to wonder and not 
be so certain of where they 
stand.  Jesus is softening their 
hearts.  Now is the time of 
salvation.  Now is the time of 
harvest. 
 For the joy set be-
fore Him, Jesus endured the 
cross.  He is our example.  
Believe it or not – we are His 
reward!  He wants all of us 
right by His side.  In the same 
way those who “live to please 
the Spirit, will harvest ever-
lasting life from the 
Spirit” (Gal. 6:8).  We may 
sow in tears but we will reap 
with shouts of joy! 
 Our ripe, holy lives 
will mature and adorn the 
Kingdom of our Father!  
Beauty for ashes – cele-
bration!  Let your King-
dom come, Lord as it is 
in heaven.  Amen! 
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 I pressed in further, “Any 
seeds being planted right now in 
this season?” 
 “Yes.  Seeds of expecta-
tion.  And seeds of freedom!”   
Whoa! Good answer! 
 So next time I see that 
bowl and platter come out on the OTHER CURRENT BALANCES: 
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table I’ll make this cool connec-
tion.  It will remind me of a 
Mom that planted seeds into a 
Mom who now encourages and 
plants seeds in other Moms 
to be all that they can be! 
 That’s what I call 
reaping a goodly harvest 
from a godly heritage! 
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loyal & faithful in a substantial 
way, but maybe that’s partly 
because the church has never 
really had to endure an assault 
of the enemy that threatened 
us personally & corporately, 
unlike what Israel suffers con-
stantly. Maybe we just take our 
life together for granted. But 
when two soldiers are in the 
heat of battle, their otherwise 
superficial relationship be-
comes a matter of life & death, 
doesn’t it? And desertion is 
unthinkable. 
 In 2 Corinthians 2 Paul 
is wrapping up his instructions 
about restoring to fellowship a 
brother who had sinned, & he 
explains his intention “in order 
that Satan might not outwit us. 
For we are not unaware of his 
schemes.” In my experience, 
many members of the church 
family (including myself at 
times!) are often sublimely un-
aware of the devil’s schemes…
particularly in regard to rela-
tionship. We forget how the 
enemy always exploits a 
breach, just like in real combat. 
Often we refuse to “go to our 
brother in love” resisting the 

devil & fighting for reconcilia-
tion…maybe we’re hurt, or 
offended, or it’s not the first 
time we’ve felt betrayed…so 
we nurse our grievance & 
break fellowship with our 
brother. Like a couple strug-
gling in their marriage, some-
times the enemy puts on the 
pressure to “find a way out, 
rather than a way through”. 
 For those who have 
experienced the Ancient Paths 
seminars, Dr. Craig Hill talks 
about the messages we some-
times send when we’re com-
municating, & how we can 
think we’re simply discussing a 
subject, when what we’re say-
ing is actually sending a nega-
tive relational message about a 
person’s worth or value. How 
we need grace & wisdom for 
one another, & how important 
it is for us to learn to take an 
honest inventory of what really 
happened, why it happened, & 
how can we be part of the 
answer not part of the prob-
lem. I’m rambling…but  a 
lifestyle of repentance & for-
giveness stops the devil in his 
tracks! 

 Jesus said (Matthew 24) 
that at the end of the age “many 
will turn away from the faith & 
will betray & hate each other”. In 
other places in the gospels He 
speaks of betrayal even among 
family members. Although we are 
welcoming the Lord these days 
to make us ready as a people 
prepared for the Lord, transi-
tioning us from “a hospital to an 
army base”, we are a family…
sons & daughters of the living 
God. The old saying “blood is 
thicker than water”, really means 
the blood covenant we share is 
stronger even than the water of 
our mother’s womb. We have 
been born again into God’s 
household, & our fellowship is 
fundamentally expressed as 
members together of one Body, 
a family of faith at Strathcona & 
Tom! 
 But Jesus seems to be 
saying that natural & spiritual 
relationships will be tested, & 
many will fail. So He urges us not 
to allow ourselves to be de-
ceived, standing firm to the end. 
This may sound a little strange to 
us…we probably don’t really see 
one another as actual family 
members to whom we would be 

“Musings”                                                     By Pastor Dave 

“Fancy with 
prophetic 

glance,  
Sees the 
teeming 
months 
advance;  

The field, the 
forest, green 

and gay;  
The dappled 
slope, the 

tedded hay; 
Sees the 

reddening 
orchard blow, 
The Harvest 
wave, the 

vintage flow” 
 

Thomas Warton 

MARK THESE 
TWO  

SIGNIFICANT 
EVENTS 

ON YOUR  
CALENDAR! 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 
Prayer 9:30 am 
 
Ablaze Women’s 
Ministry  7p.m. 

3 4 

5 
Service 10 a.m. 
 
Communion / 
Soup Sunday 
Dessert Auction 

6 7 
Prophetic Boot  
Camp 7 p.m. 

8 
Elder’s Meeting 

9 
Prayer 9:30 a.m. 
 
Nehemiah Prayer 
11:30 @ First Place 

10 11 

12 
Service 10 a.m. 

13 14 15 16 
Prayer 9:30 am 
 
Ablaze Women’s 
Ministry  7p.m. 

17 
Sukkot  
Shabbat Meal  
& Prayer for Israel 
6:30 p.m. 

18 

19 
Service 10 a.m. 

20 21 
Prophetic Boot  
Camp 7 p.m. 
 
 

22 
Director’s Meeting 

23 
Prayer 9:30 a.m. 
Men’s Group 7 p.m 

24 25 

26 
Service 10 a.m. 

27 28 29 30 31  
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HAMILTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP INC. 
135 Strathcona Ave. N.,  Hamilton, ON  L8R 3C2 

Phone:  (905) 527-4070   
Email:  hcf@on.aibn.com 

?     TACF—SOAKING IN GOD’S GLORY ?  
with John Paul Jackon, the Arnott’s & Chirs Dupre  

THE CRY 
TORONTO 

“Sanctuary” Ladies Retreat 
in Bancroft, ON 


