
     Job was suddenly & inex-
plicably overwhelmed with 
suffering, tragedy, & painful 
loss. His wife suggested he 
should abandon his faith, 
curse God, & die; & his advis-
ers, his so-called 
friends, gave him 
all kinds of im-
portant advice & 
direction, includ-
ing a guilt-trip 
too…maybe he 
was the author 
of his own suffering, they 
said…but no helping hand! 
The Lord’s message to us is 
simple, “bear each other’s 
burdens, & in this way you’ll 
fulfill the law of Christ (or 
‘the royal law of love’)” Gala-
tians 6: 2 
      We used to sing a song 

way back when entitled 
“Brother, let me be your ser-
vant”, & one of the verses 
goes like this: “We are pil-
grims on a journey, we are 
brothers on the road…we are 

here to help 
each other, 
walk the mile & 
bear the load.” 
      Of course 
Jesus our Mes-
siah King is the 
ultimate Bur-

den-bearer. Isaiah 53 prophe-
sies, “surely He has borne our 
grief & carried our sorrow…
the punishment that brought 
us peace was upon Him…the 
Lord has laid on Him the iniq-
uity of all of us…for He bore 
the sin of many, & made inter-
cession for the transgres-

     I sat down with Evelyn 
over steamed mussels, salad, 
and chocolate cake at a local 
dining establishment (sigh…
the difficult life of the inter-
viewer). It's my first ever in-
terview, so I made sure to 
have a game-plan: bring pen 
and notepad, start with trivia, 
then life story, then find out 
what God has been up to in 
her life lately. I expected to 
get to know a new friend, 
gather interview material, and 
enjoy fine foods. I got all 
those things—and more. Join 
me as I chronicle my evening 
with Evelyn… 
     We started with salad: 
Portobello mushrooms and 

candied walnuts graced a 
bed of mixed baby greens. I 
pull out my pen and note-
pad and begin: “If you were 
a superhero, which one 
would you be?” Evelyn’s not 
into superheroes, so I ex-
pand: “okay, what about 
superpowers?” Her eyes 
light up, and she answers 
with zero hesitation: 
“healing.” I would find out 
later that her wish has al-
ready come true. Favourite 
word? “This week it’s 
‘fabulous.’ I use it eight 
times in every sentence.” 
Only a slight exaggeration, I 
would discover. Next, 
some trivia: “I am one of 
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the oldest members of HCF.” 
Transcribing, I pause…I’m pretty 
sure I know of more than one 
person older 
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sors”…Wow!!!  
      In Ezekiel 22 the Lord sum-
marizes the guilt within the land 
of Israel, & then He makes this 
comment in vs. 30: “I looked for 
someone among them who 
would build up the wall & stand 
before me in the gap on behalf of 
the Land so I would not have to 
destroy it, but I found no one.” 
Of course the ultimate 
“Someone” the Lord found was 
His own Son, who once & for all 
“stood in the gap”, interceding & 
intervening in love to deal with 
our load of sin, “while we were 
still powerless”. Paul urges us to 
be “imitators of God”, to be like 
Him, & Jesus simply says, “Hey 
guys…follow me!” 
      Everywhere we’re hearing 
about the vital 
importance of 
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prayer, & isn’t prayer mostly 
about standing in the gap for 
others & sharing their burdens? 
Yes, we pray for ourselves, but 
mostly we seek God on behalf 
of others…on behalf of nations, 
of cities, the lost, the poor, the 
suffering, etc. And out of that 
heart posture we are anointed 
to get involved too, to “get our 
hands dirty”, apparently thus 
fulfilling the law of Christ. 
      But did you know that 
these days God is literally beck-
oning to us Gentiles? It’s true…
check out Isaiah 49: 22, a verse 
a dearly departed brother, Phil 
Hunter, described as “the sec-
ond great commission”.  God is 
again looking for someone, spe-
cifically Gentile ‘someones’, & 
He wants to know if we’re will-
ing to participate with Him in a 
very special & holy task: sharing 
the burden of His people Israel, 
our older brother Jacob. He 
wants to know if we’re willing 
to bind ourselves to “old 
Naomi” like Ruth did (ref. Ruth 
1: 16 & 17). He wants to know 
if we, like Cyrus, will give our-
selves & our resources to Is-
rael’s homecoming & restora-
tion, but “not for a price or a 
reward” (Isaiah 45: 13). The 
second great commission in-
deed! 

      In Ezekiel 37…you know the 
story…God leads the prophet 
out into a desert valley full of 
bones. They’re human bones that 
once were skeletons & once 
were bodies, but now are just 
dry, lifeless old bones scattered 
on the valley floor. God is reeling 
Ezekiel in, kind of sneakily involv-
ing him & commissioning him to 
a very special burden-bearing 
responsibility. Put yourself in his 
shoes for a moment. The Lord 
kicks up a piece of bone in the 
sand & asks you a pointed ques-
tion, “Can these bones live, son 
of man?” Even from our Bible-
based, Spirit-filled twenty-first 
century viewpoint we hesitantly 
reply (is this a trick question???), 
“Uh, maybe Lord…I think 
so.” (We’ve opened the door a 
crack & He barges right 
through), “Then prophesy to 
these bones…prophesy & say 
‘Dry bones, hear the Word of 
the Lord!’…& then prophesy to 
the Wind, my Holy Spirit, & say 
‘O Breath of God, breathe into 
these slain that they might live!!!” 
For so long the Church has 
claimed these dry bones are us 
Gentiles, whether lost or 
found…right? But hear the 
Word of the Lord, O you bur-
den-bearers, you stand-in-the-
gappers…listen to His grieving 
command: “These bones are the 
whole house Of Israel. They say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, our 
hope is gone & we are cut off!’  

than Evelyn. She explains, “I’ve 
been there since HCF began in 
1988.  Second only to the fabu-
lous ladies Marjorie Dailey and 
Shelley Sullivan.” More trivia: 
“my grandfather built the house 
in Dundas where I live.” Evelyn 
describes how she loves it and 
never wants to leave. She has a 
strong sense of tradition and 
family. Speaking of family, Evelyn 
has a twin sister. And yes, I 
asked her all the silly twin ques-

Profile … cont’d from pg. 1 
tions like, “Do you feel each 
other’s pain?"  And no, they 
don’t. But they’re close. Evelyn 
is very close with her whole 
family. It’s important to her. 
     We’ve moved on to 
steamed mussels and life story. 
I’ll give you the highlights: born 
in New York (how cool! how 
cosmopolitan!). Moved to Can-
ada as an infant, and has been 
here ever since. From a young 
age, Evelyn has been full of en-
ergy, a bright student. Evelyn is 

now pursuing a Masters de-
gree in Occupational Therapy. 
Her area of interest? Mental 
Health. This is not the most 
popular choice for an O.T. so 
I probe further and find that 
it’s not just an interest, it’s a 
passion. Again, she lights up as 
she describes how she’s been 
with loved ones as they have 
experienced God’s transfor-
mation in this area; how she 
knows that she can share the 
same with others. It 

APRIL’S THEME IS “Tuning In”  
Send us your dreams, poems, songs, quotes, thoughts before March 23rd at hcfnewsletter@hcfchurch.ca 

“The road is 
long, with many 
a winding turn 
that leads to 
who knows 
where, who 

knows where. 
But I am strong 
enough to carry 
him.  He ain’t 

heavy, he’s my 
brother.  So on 

we go.  His 
welfare is my 
concern.  No 

burden is he to 
bear, we’ll get 
there.  For I 

know he will not 
encumber me.  
He ain’t heavy, 

he’s my brother.” 

Donny 
Hathaway 

     So prophesy son of man, 
‘Oh my people, I am going to 
open your graves & bring you 
up from them; I will bring you 
back to the Land of Israel. 
Then you my people will know 
that I AM the Lord when I 
open your graves & bring you 
up from them. I will put my 
Spirit in you, & you will live, & I 
will settle you in your own 
Land!”  Cry out on their be-
half, son of man! 
      Paul says, “Christ has be-
come a Servant of the Jews on 
behalf of God’s truth, to con-
firm the promises made to the 
patriarchs, so that the Gentiles 
may glorify God for His 
mercy” (Romans 15: 8 & 9). 
And later on in vs. 27 he says, 
“if the Gentiles have come to 
share in the Jews’ spiritual 
blessings, they owe it to the 
Jews to share with them their 
material blessings. “ In other 
words, we commit to share 
their burdens with great joy & 
thanksgiving to God! Jesus said, 
“if you’ve done it to the least 
of these my brothers, you’ve 
actually done it to me.” 
      So…dear brother Jacob, 
let us be your servants, let us 
be as Yeshua to you. Allow us 
the joy of honouring you, shar-
ing your burdens, & serving 
our Father as He outworks life 
from the dead for both His 
beloved sons! Amen. 

Cont’d ...pg. 3 
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sounds rather like a calling. And 
by the look on her face as she 
talks, I think Evelyn would agree. 
     Dessert has arrived. Over the 
richest chocolate cake either of 
us has ever had, Evelyn tells me 
about what God has been up to 
in her life. She starts to tell me 
about Truth. As she shares with 
me the way that God has been 
teaching her that she can fight the 
lies of the enemy, I begin to see a 

Watch for the date of 
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Financial 
deeper picture of Evelyn 
emerge: a warrior, a leader, 
joining with her God as He goes 
about setting captives free. 
She’s tells of how she's been on 
a mission lately, sharing truth 
with her friends. As she speaks, 
I am experiencing the healing 
gift that God has already given 
her. I’m feeling inspired, chal-
lenged. As we finish our cake 
and I realize I’ve left my wallet 

though history tells us these two 
people groups are more enemies 
than friends.  I found it particu-
larly striking in this story that the 
two other characters who did 
not help the man were a Priest 
and a Levite; one in a high re-
garded place of honour in the 
temple and the other having 
many responsibilities also in the 
temple but primarily one of wor-
ship.  Scripture tells us that the 
Samaritan man had compassion 
on the wounded one and not 
only dressed his wounds but 
took him to get help until his 
suffering was completed.  Oh 
that we would have compassion 
on those in need, and that our 
compassion would be the first 
and foremost thought in our 
mind!   
   This parable comes out of an 
important question asked of Je-
sus, “Who is my neighbour?”   
Traditionally we think of 
neighbours in terms of people 
living in close proximity to us.  
Jesus clearly teaches us that, like 
the man in this story, our 
neighbours are those we see in 
need.  ANYONE in need, even 
someone we don’t like, even 
someone who is our regarded 
enemy or who doesn’t like us. 

Do I help ANYONE I see in 
need?  Do I love my neighbour 
as my self-the second greatest 
commandment God gave to us, 
His people?   I dare say we are 
still learning to have compassion 
on those who are our 
neighbours; real, genuine, Godly 
compassion.  This love does not 
demand to know why, does not 
demand a time frame, a collat-
eral or any personal gain.   
   We all have times of great 
sorrow, great pain, and great 
need, times when our burdens 
are too much to bear alone.  
This is the time when we hope 
someone will come along side us 
and say, “Let me bear your bur-
den with you”.  “Let me be 
Christ to you.”  When I was 
growing up we sung a hymn 
called ‘Brother let me be your 
servant.’ The lyrics have become 
my prayer:  (Lyrics in right-hand 
sidebar). 

I pray this will become 
a reality in my life and in yours, 
that we will not only help the 
‘brother’ we already know, but 
anyone we see in need, 
and we will instantly turn 
towards them with com-
passion. Amen. 

 

Some of you might recall a short 
skit performed by Gill, Bek, Dan 
and myself at HCF, about bearing 
each other’s burdens.  Gill took on 
the persona of the burden bearer, 
(using a large box), Bek was the 
busy passerby, Dan was giving ill 
intentioned advice and I was the 
one who offered to help carry her 
burden and listen.  Following the 
church service a few people ap-
proached me to ask me for prayer 
about their burdens. It was inter-
esting to me that even though this 
was just a skit they jumped at the 
opportunity for a listening ear, and 
someone to lean on.  (Just an aside 
Bek and Dan are also happy to 
listen, although they were acting as 
the ‘bad guys’, rest assured, they 
really aren’t.)  This got me really 
thinking: ‘How do I share the bur-
dens of others?’ 
   It also reminded me of the par-
able in Luke about the Samaritan 
man, the Levite and the priest.  
Most of us are familiar with this 
sobering story in which the Priest 
and Levite walk by the wounded 
man on the road, refusing to help 
him.  It is not until a Samaritan 
man walks by that he is finally res-
cued.  Surprisingly this man does 
not hesitate to help the wounded 
man in his time of need, even 

“Musings”                                                     By Jenn Jones 

“We are pilgrims 
on a journey 

We are brothers 
on the road 

We are here to 
help each other 
Walk the mile 

and bear the load 
I will hold the 

Christlight  
for you 

In the night-time 
of your fear 

I will hold my 
hand out to you 
Speak the peace 
you long to hear; 
I will weep when 
you are weeping.  
When you laugh 

I'll laugh with 
you.  I will share 

your joy and 
sorrow; Till 

we've seen this 
journey through.  
When we sing to 
God in heaven, 
We shall find 

such harmony.  
Born of all we've 
known together; 
Of Christ's love 

and agony. 
Brother, let me 
be your servant; 

Let me be as 
Christ to you; 
Pray that I may 
have the grace, 
To let you be 

my servant, too” 

Profile    ….. cont’d  
at home (thanks for dinner, 
by the way!), I’m feeling so 
thankful that I agreed to in-
terview Evelyn, because in 
the process, I think I got to 
know God a little better, 
too.   
     Afterword: I passed this 
by Evelyn prior to submis-
sion.  Her comments: 
“Fabulous!” 
 

 

On Saturday March 14th we’ll be 
hosting a Purim Party.  It’s going to 
be a FUN event… a COSTUME 
PARTY with a lot of games and 
food.  But it’s not a gathering with-
out meaning.  When we celebrate 
Purim we remember how Queen 

Esther boldly stood for her peo-
ple, Israel to see their deliver-
ance from evil.  Did you know 
that even as Esther was told that 
she was “called for such a time 
as this” that God is saying that 
to you and I these days as well?  
We are here on earth in His 

perfect timing for His purposes 
and we shouldn’t underestimate 
our role and importance.  So 
come join us for some fun but 
also come remembering  that 
you have a very special pur-
pose in God’s end time plans. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1– Prayer 9am 
Service 10 a.m. 
Communion / Soup  
 
1-3 pm Corporate 
Prayer Watch 

2 
 
7:30—9:30 pm 
Corporate 
Prayer for the 
Nations 

3 
 
2-4 pm Israel 
Prayer Watch 

4 
 
6:30—8:30 pm  
Corporate Prayer 
Watch 

5 Prayer—9:30 am 
 
Women’s Ablaze 
7p.m. 
 
Men’s Meeting  
7pm  

6 7 

8 Prayer 9 a.m. 
Service 10 a.m. 
 
1-3 pm Corporate 
Prayer Watch 

9 10 
 
2-4 pm Israel 
Prayer Watch 
 
 

11 
 
6:30—8:30 pm  
Corporate Prayer 
Watch 

12 Nehemiah 
Prayer 11:30 @ 
First Place 
 
Healing of the 
Heart 7 p.m. 

13 
 
7:30—9:30 pm 
Corporate  
Worship (prayer 
room) 

14 
 
PURIM 
PARTY 
6:30 pm 

15 Prayer 9 a.m. 
Service 10 a.m. 
 
1-3 pm Corporate 
Prayer Watch 

16 17 
 
2-4 pm Israel 
Prayer Watch 

18 
 
6:30—8:30 pm  
Corporate Prayer 
Watch 

19 Prayer—9:30 am 
 
Women’s Ablaze 
7p.m. 
 
Men’s Meeting  
7 pm 

20 
 
 
10 pm—6 am 
Corporate 
Prayer Night 
Watch 

21 

22 Prayer 9 a.m. 
Service 10 a.m. 
 
1-3 pm Corporate 
Prayer Watch 

23 
 
7:30—9:30 pm 
Corporate 
Prayer for the 
Nations 
 

24 
 
2-4 pm Israel 
Prayer Watch 

25 
 
6:30—8:30 pm  
Corporate Prayer 
Watch 

26 Prayer—9:30 am 
 
Healing of the 
Heart 7 p.m. 

27 
 
7:30—9:30 pm 
Corporate  
Worship (prayer 
room) 

28 

29 Prayer 9 a.m. 
Service 10 a.m. 
 
1-3 pm Corporate 
Prayer Watch 

30 31 
 
2-4 pm Israel 
Prayer Watch 

    

March 2009 

NOTE:  All prayer watches are held in the Prayer Room  
EXCEPT for Sunday Pre-service Prayer (downstairs in 

main bldg.) and Thursday Prayer (main sanctuary) 

 
Ruth and 

Naomi 
 
“Where you 
go, I will go, 
and where 

you stay I will 
stay.  Your 
people shall 

be my people 
and your God 

my God.” 
 
Oil on Canvas 

Thomas  
Matthew 

Rooke 1876 


