
After spending a couple of very 
enjoyable hours with Austin all I can 
say is, WOW! What a ride! The call 
of God has been on this guy since 
he was a very small boy.
During his mid teen years, the pull 
of the world was very strong.  The 
enemy saw a heart that carried the 
seed of life, and tried desperately 
to pull this potential world-chang-
er off course.  One of the hooks 
the enemy used was resentment 
towards his father that had built up 
over the years.  He knew his Dad 
really loved him, but they weren’t 
tight.  During the struggles, Austin 
would have loved more input and 
direction from his Dad.  Instead, he
cont’d page 2... 

I remember watching Antiques 
Roadshow and getting such a reve-
lation of the love of the Father.  The 
show introduces its viewers to peo-
ple who have brought in their ‘trea-
sures’ to experts to be appraised; 
to find out the value of the antiques 
that have maybe been sitting in their 
attics or that they acquired at a yard 
sale.  It was always such a delight to 
see the awe and shock on some-
one’s face to find out that the item 
they brought in was worth thou-
sands of dollars!  
 What Holy Spirit pointed out 
to me that day was that the value 
was increased according to the artist 
or manufacturer.  Any old lamp 
might not be worth much but if it 
was a ‘Tiffany’ lamp, and one from 

the late 1890’s   it might be worth 
close to a million dollars!
 How do we determine our 
value?  By recognizing that we are 
the craftsmanship of Creator God, 
the Greatest Artist of all eternity!  
Psalm 139:14, 15 says that we are 
wonderfully made and curiously 
wrought (intricately woven with 
blended and variegated colourful 
blends!)  That sounds like a work of 
art that has value to me!  Yet, how 
often are we feeling buried away, 
not recognizing our worth, compar-
ing ourselves to others and coming 
up, in our minds, as ‘not measuring 
up’?
 When we ponder our Cre-
ator and then ponder the fact that 
He is everyone’s Creator, the only 
logical next step is to stand in awe 
of how much He truly not only loves
cont’d on page 3...
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The Valued Treasure
By Shawna Brocklesby

You are the apple of my eye
You are my treasured possession
Your value is more than rubies

I love you more without question

I’ve loved you from the beginning
Even before the world began

When you were a thought in My mind
A creation from My right hand

I value you above all else
Nothing in this world will do

I loved you child, so very much
I sent My Son to die for you.

Now we can see face to face
And know each other heart to heart

We, together, as a union,
We will never, ever be apart

You will always  be My treasure
And the heart of My desire

As the two of us become one
United together by fire.

Valued Treasure cont’d...
us, but loves every person we meet!  
We can begin to value each per-
son, not according to the world’s 
standards but by God’s.  This is our 
Jesus: He valued the woman at the 
well; He touched the leper when 
others ran away; He taught the 
parable of the Good Samaritan who 
reached out to someone that others 
passed by; He made an example of 
the ‘sinful woman’ and asked ‘who 
loves much?’  The answer?  ‘She 
who has been forgiven much!’  
 By the way, have you taken 
up the ‘Seeing the One’ Challenge 
(May 17th message)?  Have you 
stopped to look someone in the 
eyes, to learn their name, to touch 
them tenderly and share the love 
of God with them?  Let’s commit to 
continue to press into His heart to 
know our own value and to share 
with others that they too are wor-
thy because of Who made them!
For another musing on this month’s 
theme, consider our featured art 
and the artist’s prophetic word:  
“whirlwinds of events that will 
unearth our true treasure”.  Yes, 
God will absolutely use the trials and 
challenges in our lives to unearth 
all kinds of things.  At first glance 
though we may only see anger rise 
up, or frustration or doubt and a 
lack of faith or trust in God.  The 
trial might seem to unearth all the 
‘uglies’ of our heart.  But then, as we 
press into His heart, we find cour-
age we didn’t know was there.  We 
find a depth to His commitment and 
love for us that we had not known 
in the easier times.  We find grace 
and mercy without measure, poured 
out upon us abundantly, over and 
above all we could need!  And our 
hearts rise up, full of new found 
faith, full of His love oozing out of 
us to others.  We find in our hearts 
compassion, more than we realized
 

was in there….suddenly we are con-
necting with others who are feeling 
loss or pain and we understand and 
we grieve with them.  So many trea-
sures are suddenly coming to the 
surface and we can actually praise 
God for the challenges of life!
 What does the Lord want 
to speak to your heart about being 
a valued treasure?  Shawna’s poem 
encourages us that God is calling us 

the apple of His eye.  Do you see 
yourself that way? I think that if there 
existed a heavenly version of the 
Antiques Roadshow, the appraisers 
might fall out of their seats at the 
sight of you:  the original, hand-craft-
ed by God YOU in all the glory He 
intended when He formed you in 
your mother’s womb!  Move over 
Louis Tiffany studios and make room 
for Creations by Elohim!

 

32

Austin profile cont’d...
bottled everything up inside and 
turned to the world trying to cov-
er the guilt and shame that boiled 
inside him.  He’d been raised in the 
Church; his conscience was alive and 
well.  He felt that his family would 
be shocked and would cast him 
aside if they knew his secrets, so he 
tried to cloak his actions from them 
and secrecy turned to lies to keep 
the veil intact.  There was an incred-
ible battle of light vs darkness raging 
and it seemed that darkness had the 
upper hand!  
But the Holy Spirit had him in His 
sights; a quiet but fiery Mom who 
prayed much for her son set the 
stage for this open door.  In May 
2013 he was invited to a youth 
retreat his Alliance church was 
hosting.  Knowing it would be 
really tough to be there as a smok-
er, he spoke with the youth pastor 
about how to handle that aspect 
of life.  The Holy Spirit gave him 
the strength to kick the “pot” habit 
a week or two before the retreat 
began but the cigarettes stubbornly 
clung on.  A couple of days before 
the retreat, ‘something crazy hap-
pened’ as waves of conviction began 
to flow over him as God’s great love 
was manifest.  He responded, and 
miraculously attended the youth 
retreat without smokes!!  
At the retreat, the youth pastor sug-
gested that he write his ‘stuff ’ down 
on cue cards and lay them down 
on a cross.  Austin said, no, there’s 
too much stuff to write down.  The 
youth pastor chuckled, suggested 
they go for a walk and Austin spilled 
it all. As he poured it out, the Holy 

Spirit cleansed him, washed his heart 
with the Blood of Jesus, plucked him 
out of the world and set his feet 
on the Rock.  It wasn’t a big strug-
gle; just a simple walk and talk that 
renewed life within him! 
That time of confession produced 
such a relief that he walked away 
from the world.  Once a month 
or so, he would hang out with the 
wrong crowd and slip back into 
worldly ways, but each time con-
viction came, and each time it was 
stronger.   The last time was a party 
in summer 2013. He got tipsy, then 
stoned, but the Holy Spirit was 
stronger than the other spirits. He 
left the party and as he was biking 
home conviction returned. He told 
his heavenly Daddy that he was so 
sorry, so done with this; Daddy said 
it’s ok, let it out and let it go. Riding 
his bike home, drunk and stoned, 
he wept bitterly, but with his heart 
turned to repentance, the baggage 
lifted off and he cried even hard-
er.  The weeping became inter-
spersed with laughing, and revelation 
started to flow as he was baptized 
in the Holy Spirit just by saying to 
Him ‘YES, COME IN’ as he was 
riding his bike home! 
Even before Austin really committed 
his life to the Lord, he became an in-
fluence in the lives of others.  When 
he quit smoking pot, Max, his neigh-
bour and childhood friend decided 
that he really didn’t want to smoke 
either, and quit, too! And when Aus-
tin got home from that historic and 
momentous bike ride, the first thing 
he did was preach to Max! 
Both his older sisters had gone to 
YWAM, and one encouraged him 

to go.  Two months after he gave 
his life to the Lord, Austin was at 
YWAM Australia with a bunch of 
fiery, passionate people – and he 
was 100% all in.   Lord, do whatever 
You want to do with my life!  He 
found submission to be a wonderful 
doorway to hear the voice of God. 
His concern, though, was that when 
he came home he didn’t want to 
lose the fire and slip back into me-
diocrity.  But God had him covered 
there, too, and started linking him 
with those in Hamilton who carry 
the coals.  It’s been amazing for him 
to walk with Christ in fellowship 
with the burning ones; they keep 
each other alive in Him!  To me, he’s 
a real example of this scripture:
Proverbs 12:26 The righteous should 
choose his friends carefully,
For the way of the wicked leads 
them astray. 
Today, Austin is part of the Sunday 
morning and Worship & the Word 
team and is loving it. He’s under-
standing what it means to lead wor-
ship, to find his own style, and he’s 
allowing God to sharpen the talent 
and anointing.  He’s also looking 
to the Lord to lengthen the cords 
(chords?) and strengthen the stakes 
(Isa 54:2-3) of his ministry.
In March 2016 it’s off to Switzerland 
to the YWAM School of Biblical 
Studies for 9 months, then 2 months 
of outreach. He’ll need to raise 
support for this effort, and I encour-
age you to sow into his life so you 
can share in the call of an evangelist 
on him.   God has His hand on this 
young man’s life and I declare over 
you Austin, God will give you the 
desires of your heart!

“When we love and respect people, revealing to them their value, they can 
begin to come out from behind the walls that protect them.”   Jean Vanier
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Whirlwind

The Year 2015 promises to be an intense year.  It is a year in which we must 
choose to worship and follow the Lord regardless of the situation.  In this 
year there may be whirlwinds of events about us but these will not be to 
our destruction.  Instead they will  unearth or reveal our true treasure.  The 
treasure may have many forms such as proven character, the gaining of 
talents and gifts, provision, and God’s desire in us.
 
My husband, Steve, and I have been married for 31 years and consider 
ourselves very blessed.  We are both elders at Brazos Covenant Ministries 
where I serve as coordinator of our local SetFree ministry, a prayer ministry 
for inner healing.
 
I love experimenting with various forms of art for expressing inspiration.  
Art for Christ’s sake causes my heart to rejoice.  I have a desire to encour-
age believers to express the art that Christ puts in their hearts. 
 
pastelssilkporcelain.com.
 
Blessings to you,
Kathy Hooper
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Canada Day Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Men’s Prayer 
5:45 am
Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Community Sunday
Service 10 am

Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm

Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Kid’s Prayer 4pm
Fire By Night 7pm

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Men’s Prayer 
5:45 am
Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Worship
Service 10 am

Men’s Prayer/Worship 
5-7am
Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Kid’s Prayer 4pm
Worship and Warfare 
7pm

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Men’s Prayer 
5:45 am
Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Worship
Service 10 am

Men’s Prayer/Worship 
5-7am
Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Kid’s Prayer 4pm
Fire By Night 7pm

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Men’s Prayer 
5:45 am
Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Worship
Service 10 am

Men’s Prayer/Worship 
5-7am
Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Kid’s Prayer 4pm
Worship and Warfare 
7pm

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Men’s Prayer 
5:45 am
Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Prayer Building
Sanctuary


