
Many of you know Bob Cowling, and 
know the many roles that he currently 
fulfils. He is an elder in the church, a 
husband, a father, a grandfather, involved 
in pastoral care with his wife Lisa, and 
he is also a salesman by profession. It 
has been a long and interesting journey 
that the Lord has brought him on since 
his early days in Brantford, Ontario. As 
a child he was very industrious, working 
in many jobs, such as delivering newspa-
pers, delivering groceries, and working in 
a food canning and processing factory. In 
Bob’s early church life, he was dropped 
off by his parents and attended church 
with his cousins. He loved it, and loved all 
the Sunday school activities—especially 
the acquiring of stickers. When Bob was 
ten, his Sunday school teacher gave him 

a definition of Jesus that really impacted 
him: “Jesus is a friend who sticks closer 
than a brother”. Wow! That meant alot 
to Bob, really met a need for him at that 
young age and began to enlarge his vision 
of Jesus.
One of his jobs as a teenager was work-
ing at Brantford General Hospital, first as 
one who delivered food to patients, and 
then later as a pot scrubber and dish-
washer. He worked with a fellow named 
Wilf one summer. Wilf had a curved 
back, and so he wasn’t able to lift heavy 
stacks of trays and pots. Bob, helpful as 
he was, would do that part of the job 
for him. Bob got to work with Wilf again 
the next summer, except that now Wilf 
didn’t need any help lifting heavy things. 
Bob, then 17, was confused and asked 
him about it.
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A Progressive relationship with Jesus 
Christ!

Have you ever met someone really 
famous, rich or powerful? What was 
your impression? Did they bear any 
resemblance to what you expected? 
Have you perchance met the Queen? 
All the things we’ve heard, read or 
wondered would affect how we 
thought about her versus who she 
really is.
Nothing I’d ever read about Queen 
Elizabeth II would have made me think 
she would request a tour of the Black-
Berry manufacturing facilities! People 
I know met the Queen in 2010 while 
working for RIM in Waterloo because 
she did just that. She wanted a tour, so 
her public itinerary was changed, her 
plane flown to a secondary airport, 

security was enhanced and precau-
tions taken. Protocols were taught to 
the employees and they were given a 
dress-code. The persona I have of the 
Queen would never have envisioned 
her with the slightest bit of interest 
in cell phone technology. Until it was 
public knowledge, almost no one 
would know of this interest because 
we know her only by reputation and 
through 3rd party information. We’ve 
heard of her, we’ve read of her, but 
we really know little personally about 
her and have seldom felt the authority, 
power or wealth that she embodies.
Another friend who was at a Royal 
banquet years ago said the Queen’s 
entrance was physically powerful and 
Her crown alone was dazzling, unique
and seemingly priceless. Prior to her 
entry the doors were closed and 
guarded,her entrance was announced 
by trumpet blasts, everyone rose and 
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time when God can meet and
touch lives in meaningful ways. Re-
member Ephesians 3:20, ‘Now to Him 
who is able to do immeasurably more 
than all we ask or imagine…’. It is our 
desire that God would produce testi-
monies of His goodness, His grace and 
His mercy, so that He might receive 
the glory, and that others might be en-
couraged and have faith increase. Our 
focus, as we pray, is on Him, on God’s 
ability and purpose in your situation. 
Please do not let fear or pride hinder 
you from coming to the waters of life 
to drink deeply. You are not displaying 

weakness by seeking prayer, but wis-
dom. You are not seeking counselling 
but divine intervention which is more 
powerful. Prayer ministers are but 
conduits, using His Words, connecting 
you to the true Power source, through 
a touch on the hand, arm or shoulder. 
God’s Presence means the Healer is in 
the house, waiting for your 911 call! 
We appreciate your role in this min-
istry, as well. We are grateful for the 
honouring way you keep your conver-
sations, and your children to the back 
of the church, which helps us focus. 
We are grateful for  your ability to 

briefly articulate your need.  We thank 
you for your patience while waiting 
in the designated chairs when we are 
particularly ‘busy’ !
So, this Sunday, if you have a job 
interview pending, a relationship that 
is a little challenging, an ache or pain 
that won’t go away, or desire to stand 
in proxy for a family member… for 
the ‘ flimsiest of reasons’…come, allow 
us to join you in prayer. If all is well in 
your world, but you yearn for a little 
‘more’ of Him…come, receive. If you 
want to experience a blessing or a 
Word from God…come on ‘up’!

PRAYER MINISTRY TEAM
by Trish Connelly

When Jesus entered the temple 
area, as described in Matthew 
21:12-14, He drove out the buyers 
and sellers and declared, “It is writ-
ten that My house will be called a 
house of prayer.” Jesus immediately 
healed the blind and the lame. Sun-
day morning Prayer Ministry Team 
members reflect Jesus’ desire; we 
are conduits of Jesus’ compassion, 
the Father’s love and the power of 
the Holy Spirit each week for who-
ever desires prayer. As Holy Spirit 
stirs the hearts of individuals during 
worship or the message, we be-
come God’s First Responders! We 
are excited to see what God will 
do each Sunday as we partner with 

Him to see His Kingdom manifest 
‘on earth as it is in heaven’.
 The Prayer Ministry team 
members come with clean 
hands and pure hearts 
(Ps.51:7). They are humble, 
(Matt 11:29), spiritually ma-
ture, equipped to hear God’s 
voice and recognize that apart 

from Holy Spirit, they can do 
nothing. They are motivated by 

love (2 John 1:6), expressing com-
passion and mercy (Matt 14:14).  
Know that when your faith feels 
small, they are praying from a posi-
tion of faith (Gal 5:6) and in agree-
ment with the will of our heavenly 
Father (1John 5:14-15).
It is important to note that we also 
avail ourselves of prayer on Sunday 
morning, recognizing that we are ‘a 
work in progress’ and  we are com-
mitted to our own inner healing 
and personal revival. We will not 
judge your situation, as disclosed in 
a prayer request, and we hold all 
things in confidence.
This personal prayer ministry is a 
cont’d top of next page...
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all attention was given to her entrance 
and was maintained on her and her 
alone, as she was seated. This pomp and 
ceremony, the security, the display of 
wealth is awesome, demanded and en-
forced! Yet she is pleasant and person-
able to all those she greets. She is not 
expected to enforce her own authority! 
She has her own personal security, and 
when she’s in Canada they partner with 
CSIS, the RCMP and the armed forces 
who back up, with physical force if nec-
essary, royal protocol!
All that to ask: How do you know Jesus 
Christ and Who is The Lord Jesus Christ 
to you? He is more famous, has more 
authority, and is more powerful than the 
Queen. He’s announced by prophecy! 
History was prepared! Nations were 
scripted and the stage set! Genealogy 
was arranged! Even the stars bowed 
down at His earthy entrance and 
will yet again bow down!
Keep in mind who you are as 
you ponder your relationship 
in Christ. If you are only look-
ing for one or two aspects in 
Him, that may be all you get. 
If you are looking to know 
Jesus in many aspects then 
that will take much more than 
an introduction; it will, in fact, 
take a lifetime!
Probably our first encounter with 
Jesus was to hear public or personal 
prayer in His name. This could be true if 
we were born in Canada or in a Chris-
tian family. So we know Him as some-
one we pray to, someone we ask things 
from or perhaps thank Him for things 
thought to be blessings in life. At some 
point we may have spiritually connected 
(been born again). So Jesus became our 
Savior and rescued us from sin and guilt. 
We then often feel Jesus’ personal gen-
tleness and love, how He has intervened 
to help us, how gracious He is whenever 
we call out to Him. Is that the only way 
we know Him?
As our relationship grows it does not 
mean we leave behind our need for 
affection or gentleness or encourage-

ment from Jesus; rather, to mature is a 
demand of life and His directive. Have 
we secured our relationship with Him 
as Our Father, Our Savior/Redeemer, 
Our Kinsman, Our Baptizer, Our Com-
mander-in-Chief, Our Teacher, Our 
Shepherd? Those are some of the most 
taught and talked about. He reveals 
Himself in many ways! We need to 
know the rebuke He can give disciples 
and not faint, how to conquer pride with 
submission to His will, as subjects, and 
how to deflect and overcome offenses 
and wounding by loving His word, wait-
ing for His time, not our own. We need 
to learn how to be ambassadors, we 
need to know who we represent and 

therefore 
how 

to 
do that! This 
knowing Him is much more than casual 
interactions and discussions of our needs 
and wants, more than bible knowledge, 
and more than church attendance which 
are beginnings or simple directives. With 
more than 300 descriptive titles there 
are many aspects of His person that 
yet need to be revealed to us! May we 
engage the Holy Ghost to reveal more 
aspects of Jesus and make us more than 
admirers, fans or distant subjects. The 
list is very long but Lord help us grow 
more as disciples, co-laborers, joint-heirs 
and friends!

As a child I received 
instruction both in the Bible 

and in the Talmud. I am a Jew, but I 
am enthralled by the luminous figure 

of the Nazarene...No one can read the 
Gospels without feeling the actual 
presence of Jesus. His personality 

pulsates in every word. No myth is 
filled with such life. 
--Albert Einstein

profile cont’d from page 1...
Wilf explained that Jesus had healed his 
back. “He did what?” was Bob’s incred-
ulous reaction, for in his church experi-
ence, he had never heard of that before. 
This testimony and conversation with 
Wilf led Bob to begin attending a charis-
matic church in Brantford. As he began 
attending that church, Bob admits that 
the church kind of ‘spooked’ him, left him 
unsettled, and he tried to leave. But the 
Lord kept him there, and he began to 
appreciate the church and its down-to-
earth messages.
Bob welcomed the transition to univer-
sity and saw it as a fresh start for himself. 
He was enrolled in a program for hotel 
administration and management and be-
gan to work in hotels over his summers. 
He was also elected as class president 
in his second year, a foretaste of other 
leadership positions to come. At the end 
of his third year of school, he accepted 
a job at the Holiday Inn in Hamilton. In 
the next few years, Bob’s life began to 
change dramatically. He met his first wife, 
Japhia, and they soon had a daughter and 
a son. They were actively involved in their 
church. They bought their first house. 
Bob transitioned from working in the 
Hotel Industry to becoming a UPS driver. 
Then he became a supervisor, and was 
promoted to Human Resources. Bob’s life 
was moving up and up.
Then came a humbling event, where Bob 
admits he learned an important lesson. A 
job offer came up in London for him. Back 
in Hamilton, the UPS job was becoming 
less and less ideal, and there were prob-

lems at church, and also physical problems 
with his house. And so this new oppor-
tunity looked like a great ‘fresh start’ and 
a way to escape the issues of the job, 
church, and house. Everything looked 
right about the decision according to out-
ward appearances, but Bob admits that 
he did not consult the Lord, who actually 
wanted him to stay in the situations he 
was in. Soon after his move, that con-
viction hit Bob, and hit him hard. Things 
did not go well for him and his family in 
London, and he lost connection with a lot 
of valuable friends and supporters back in 
Hamilton. His marriage relationship start-
ed to deteriorate, and he was humbled 
and brought low.
Bob eventually made his way back to 
Hamilton with his two children, and the 
Lord began to lift him back up again. He 
got a job working for World Vision, and 
also began to reconnect with some of the 
friends that he had lost when he moved 
to London. Bob then became interest-
ed in a local event called the ‘March for 
Jesus’, which involved people taking to 
the streets of Hamilton, singing. Bob was 
willing to be a part of this, and showed 
up to a meeting of mostly pastors who 
were also looking to support it. To Bob’s 
surprise, they asked him to lead! And 
yet, it wasn’t really a surprise, because 
the Lord had given him that word that 
morning: “Lead”. And so he did. That was 
back in 1995 and 1996 when these events 
happened, but Bob’s heart for Hamilton 
beats as strong as ever. As someone who 
has come from a Baptist, Anglican, Pen-
tecostal, and Presbyterian background, 

he understands that we can celebrate 
and affirm our denominational diversity 
while still striving for more unity as the 
Christian church. As the Lord continued 
to restore and bless him, he also brought 
a beautiful woman named Lisa into his life, 
someone who caught his attention right 
away, and who would become his faithful 
partner in life, faith, and parenting.
tThere are many other adventures and 
spiritual ‘watershed’ moments in Bob’s 
life, too many to be told in this short 
space. One of the things that he marvels 
at is how God has carried him thus far, 
and has protected him from many dan-
gers, including bomb threats and barra-
cudas. He has learned to value the many 
friendships and great people in his life, and 
he has learned the priority of listening to 
God over conditions.
In his most recent season of becoming a 
foster parent to four children, what the 
Lord is really showing him and his wife 
Lisa is to “get low”. In humility, giving 
service to His children, they are meeting 
Jesus in that place.  In Bob’s words, “we 
have heard so much of a defense for going 
after the richness of the world: prosperity, 
wealth accumulation, competition—which 
are not bad things in their own right, but 
there is a greater richness to be found in 
fellowship with Jesus in that humble place. 
As we reflect at this time of year on the 
marvel of Jesus coming to earth as a baby, 
we are reminded of how scripture tells us 
that “Christ Jesus did not count equality 
with God as something to be grasped, 
but took on the form of a servant, hum-
bling himself to the point of death.”
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Our problem is this: we usually 
discover who Jesus is within some 

denominational or Christian ghetto. 
We meet him in a province and, 

having caught some little view, we 
paint him in smaller strokes. The 
Lion of Judah is reduced to some-
thing kittenish because our under-

standing cannot, at first, write larger 
definitions.--Calvin Miller
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4
Community
Sunday 10 am

5

Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

6
Watchman for 
Canada 9:15 am
Prayer for 
Government 7 pm

7
Kid’s Prayer 4pm

8

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

9

Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

10

11

Sunday Service 10 am

12

Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

13

Watchman for 
Canada 9:15 am
Prayer for 
Government 7 pm

14

Kid’s Prayer 4pm

15

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

16

Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

17

18

Sunday Service 10 am

19

Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

20

Watchman for 
Canada 9:15 am
Prayer for 
Government 7 pm

21

Kid’s Prayer 4pm
Fire By Night 7pm

22

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

23

Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

24

25

Sunday Service 10 am

26

Prayer for Israel and 
The Jewish Community 
7 pm
Justice Prayer 8 pm

27

Watchman for 
Canada 9:15 am
Prayer for 
Government 7 pm

28

Kid’s Prayer 4pm

29

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

30

Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

31
Prayer Building
Sanctuary 
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