
     ‘Beyond these walls’, seems 
to be a common message 
among the saints in the past 
little while. There is a certain 
buzz or electricity in the air 
surrounding the topic 
of taking the message 
and love of Christ 
beyond the material 
walls of the church.  I 
think that sometimes 
the church, especially in the 
charismatic circle, can paint a 
picture of spirituality that can 
be very intimidating for a lot of 
believers.  Spiritual leaders tell 
us of great spiritual encounters; 
these people seem so picture 
perfect moving and operating in 
all the spiritual gifts.  Some 
leaders believe they can impart 
their anointing so that we can 
all move in this same spiritual 
gifting.   

These leaders encourage us to 
take this anointing beyond the 
four walls of the church to the 
people of the world.  Now I 
pray that you don’t misinterpret 

what I am saying.  I believe 
in all the spiritual gifts and I 
desire each and every one 
of them; however I love 
truth and simplicity. I Co-
rinthians 12: 4-11 reads, 

‘There are diversities of gifts, but 
the same Spirit. There are differ-
ences of ministries, but the same 
Lord. And there are diversities of 
activities, but it is the same God 
who works all in all.” 
     I would like to bring clarity 
and simplicity to those who are 
overburdened with spirituality 
in a sense that they feel like 
they are not able to carry God’s 
message because they don’t 
have a flashy ministry or a 

     There is nothing bland 
about Steve’s relationship with 
the Lord.  Once you get to 
know Steve, you quickly en-
counter Jesus’ spirit within him. 
     Steve grew up in Hamilton 
in a Christian family, as the 
oldest son of Ian and Florence 
Auchterlonie with one younger 
brother, Dave, and a younger 
sister, Cindy. Steve and his wife 
Janine are the parents of 
Heather (18 years old), Nicole 
(23) and Billy (23) in their 
blended family, including their 
friendly dog Arrow.  
     Steve relates to God on a 
daily basis, especially while he 
listens to Christian messages 
and worship, as he drives his 
truck. 

     One of Steve’s 
early special ex-
periences with the 
Lord happened 
when he was 
young, at Sunday 
school. He sud-
denly wanted to 
“ask God into his 
heart”. At that 
point, Steve closed 
his eyes and God 
revealed Himself as 
a bright light. He 
had a strong feeling of secure 
love and wanted to know 
more about what God was 
like. At this time he devel-
oped a love for God’s Word. 
     Because of different cir-
cumstances going on in his 
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clearly defined calling. This simple 
truth is meant to free those people 
who feel they don’t walk in the 
gifts of the Spirit.  So many believ-
ers do not feel worthy or good 
enough to carry the message of 
Christ. 
     I feel the need to express this 
message with simplicity and with 
humble words, to break down all 
of these things into one category, 
love! The greatest commandment 
of all is to love. In fact, I don’t rec-
ommend you even go beyond the 
walls of the church if you do not 
go with love in your heart.  
     1 Corinthians 13:1-3 says, ‘If I 
speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I 
have prophetic powers, and under-
stand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and if I have all faith, so as to remove 
mountains, but have 
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life, Steve experienced his “Prodigal 
Son” years between the ages of 15 
and 30.  At 30, he wanted to be a 
better father and person, so Steve 
once again closed his eyes, in 
prayer, and felt God’s extremely 
strong presence, accompanied by 

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
ar

ry
 S

tr
un

g 

hcf heartbeat 
Hamilton Christian Fellowship’s Monthly Newsletter 



P A G E  2  

“Beyond…” … cont’d from Pg. 1 

J A N U A R Y  2 0 1 1  

not love, I am nothing. If I give away all 
I have, and if I deliver up my body to be 
burned, but have not love, I gain noth-
ing.’ 
     Jesus said that the saints will be 
known by their love. I feel as if the 
message to go beyond  
the church walls is preached often 
but many Christians feel inadequately 
equipped or under-gifted to even 
attempt sharing Christ. Maybe the 
message has been approached or 
taught in a way that is totally unat-
tainable for the majority of the body 
of Christ.  Paul writes in  
1 Corinthians 12:22-23, ‘On the con-
trary, it is much truer that the members 
of the body which seem to be weaker 
are necessary and those members of 
the body which we deem less honour-
able, on these we bestow more abun-
dant honour, and our less presentable 
members become much more present-
able.’  The majority of believers are 
not apostles, prophets, teachers, and 
miracle-workers.  It is the common 
“believer saved by grace waiting to 
get to heaven” type of people who 
are on the receiving end of the mes-
sage ‘beyond these walls.’  So if you 
are one of these types and view 
yourself as unworthy, imperfect and 
ungifted for this type of ministry… 
congratulations, welcome to the ma-
jority.  The truth is we do need to be 
people who share the powerful mes-
sage of Christ crucified and all its 
goodness combined. We do need to 
take it to the whole world but what 
does that look like for the everyday, 
‘nine to five’ Christian?  I think some-
times we can ‘super-spiritualize’ 
Christianity to the point where love 
and kindness fades into the back-
ground.  
     James writes, ‘Faith in Action. Dear 
friends, do you think you'll get anywhere 
in this if you learn all the right words but 
never do anything? Does merely talking 
about faith indicate that a person really 

has it? For instance, you come upon an 
old friend dressed in rags and half-
starved and say, "Good morning, friend! 
Be clothed in Christ! Be filled with the 
Holy Spirit!" and walk off without pro-
viding so much as a coat or a cup of 
soup—where does that get you? Isn't it 
obvious that God-talk without God-acts 
is outrageous nonsense?’ ( James 2:14-
17, MSG) 
     I think that too often we as 
Christians are waiting to become 
perfect before we think we can min-
ister in the Name of Christ. We are 
thinking about the future instead of 
living in the here and now.  We 
think we have to have our lives 
completely together and then we 
can begin doing the Lord’s work.  
You might think, ‘I need to get more 
schooling, more credentials or re-
ceive more prophetic words and go 
to the next level of spirituality, then 
I’ll be able to minister’. Its like the 
Parable of the Talents, because peo-
ple did not see the value in what 
God had given them so they buried 
their talents (gifting) in fear.  
     There is a scene from the movie 
Bruce Almighty I would like to 
share. The story line goes like this: 
A man named Bruce Nolan is an 
unhappy news reporter. He is stuck 
reporting fluff when he really wants 
to be an anchor. His life takes a turn 
for the worst when he has a nerv-
ous breakdown, gets fired, and 
beaten up for defending a homeless 
man from thugs. Bruce begins to 
rant and blame God saying that it is 
God’s fault for ignoring him. He 
then meets God. God gives Bruce 
the opportunity to have God’s 
power in order to see if he can do 
any better. With his new powers 
Bruce chooses to answer ‘yes’ to 
every prayer request until he has 
created a huge mess. He finds him-
self calling out to God again asking 
for help. God shows up and says, 
‘No matter how filthy something 
gets, you can always clean it right 
up.’ He continues to explain, 

‘Parting the red sea that was a magic 
trick.  A single mom working two 
jobs and still finds time to drive her 
kids to soccer practice that’s a mira-
cle.  A teenager who says ‘no’ to 
drugs and ‘yes’ to an education 
that’s a miracle.  People want me to 
do everything for them but what 
they don’t realize is that they have 
the power. You want a miracle son, 
be the miracle.’ I felt to share this 
fictional picture to show you that 
going beyond the walls of the 
church, taking the good news to the 
world is done in many different 
ways. Miracles do not always have 
to be spectacular supernatural 
events.  Sometimes just being who 
you are in the midst of darkness is 
enough. Jesus said, ‘whatever you do 
to the least of these you have done 
it to me.’ Every day you encounter 
hundreds of people who need you 
to be their miracle. It could be the 
tired and weary cashier from Wal-
mart who needs a kind word to 
help her through the rest of her 
shift.  Possibly it is an elderly person 
who needs help carrying her/his 
groceries.  Maybe it’s a friend who 
just needs someone to listen to his 
heart. There it is, plain and simple; 
to go beyond the walls of church 
should not be so hard.  It  
does not have to be an intimidating 
process. You do not need to have a 
degree in theology. You do not 
need to have the gift of prophecy or 
to speak in tongues. You don’t need 
to be super talented in any area. 
Love is the key. Without love all 
our spiritually gifted ministry is 
nothing.  Jesus said, ‘For I was hungry 
and you gave Me something to eat; I 
was thirsty, and you gave Me some-
thing to drink; I was a stranger, and 
you invited Me in;  naked, and you 
clothed Me; I was sick, and you visited 
Me; I was in prison, and you came to 
Me.'  (Matthew 25:36) Why not 
keep it simple, be yourself and find 
somebody who needs a little 
love and compassion!  

“No sort of 
defense is 
needed for 
preaching 

outdoors, but 
it would take 
a very strong 
argument to 
prove that a 

man who 
has never 
preached 

beyond the 
walls of his 

meeting 
house has 
done his 
duty. A 

defense is 
required for 

services 
within 

buildings 
rather than 
for worship 
outside of 

them.”  
 

William 
Booth 

FEBRUARY’S THEME IS “Enduring Love” 
Send us your dreams, poems, songs, quotes, thoughts before Dec. 27th at newsletter@hcfchurch.ca 
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the bright light and the feeling of 
safe, secure, and unconditional 
love. As Steve entered this new 
season of life, he knew that there 

“is more to life than self-rewards” 
and “you need Jesus!” 
     Steve has experienced several 
miracles, including how God or-
chestrated the start up of his busi-
ness. Another miracle happened 

about 16 years ago, when the 
whole family was involved in a 
serious car accident. Another car 
had gone through a red light and 
T-boned their vehicle on Steve’s 
side, resulting in Steve having a 

...cont’d pg. 3 
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Father simply doesn’t care. Then, 
in the wake of their failure, Adam 
and Eve provide us with a text-
book example of:  
- Abandoning the limitless mer-
cies of our Father as the obvious 
first, and only, choice. 
- Providing their own solution for 
their problems.  These solutions 
are bound to failure and typically 
magnify the dilemma and its con-
sequences.  
- Winding up under judgment, 
sharing company with a dirty old 
snake somewhere in a dark place, 
and in desperate need of deliver-
ance….which leads me to my 
next point. 
     Christ was indeed “slain from 
the foundations of the earth”.  
Our condition was addressed 
long before we were ever in 
need. Human nakedness and fail-
ure, simply put, was always part 
of the plan.  He is committed to 
the whole man!  God dealt with 
the devil and the veil through the 
cross of Christ.  The way is paved 

for intimacy and deep fellowship 
with God.  We read in Song of 
Songs chapter one, of the maidens 
discovery that she is “dark, but 
lovely”.  We are weak in our bro-
kenness, but lovely in the eyes of 
our God!  What a discovery…He 
is fascinated and totally absorbed 
with us in our fallen nature.  This 
revelation of God’s passion for us 
is the transitional point (or reality) 
in the experience of every be-
liever that will allow you to con-
nect emotionally with God.  This 
truth should be meditated upon 
constantly and must be revisited 
when the enemy strikes out at this 
truth in your life.  
     In this next year I would like to 
encourage each of you to reposi-
tion your hearts and take a jour-
ney in divine romance, trusting in 
the goodness of our Father’s love 
for you, remembering that the 
Scripture says, “He yearns jeal-
ously over the spirit that He 
has made to dwell in us”. 
 

       I love The Father.  It is to this 
member of the Trinity I am continu-
ally pouring my wee heart out to, 
and it’s to the same fella that I am so 
fiercely guarded against.  When I am 
filled with joy, it’s His pleasure that 
my heart delights in. When I’m an-
gry, it is He who receives the full 
measure of my venom.  Oh, the 
turbulence of immature love!  In this 
musing, I will attempt to address the 
walls we erect to God in our fallen 
understanding of The Father’s love 
for each of us, and to offer encour-
agement to get you beyond these 
encumbrances.    
     From the beginning of the human 
experience, man has struggled to 
understand the deep pleasures of 
the heart of the Father, and Satan 
has been working overtime to keep 
it veiled.  We see an excellent dis-
play of this drama played out in 
Genesis 3. 
     Satan first introduces the age old 
deception that God is withholding, 
which, as we know all too well, car-
ries the violent undertones that The 
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"Always 

seek peace 
between 

your heart 
and God, but 
in this world, 

always be 
careful to 

remain ever-
restless, 

never 
satisfied, 

and always 
abounding in 
the work of 
the Lord."  

 
Jim Elliot 

 
 

flailed chest (multiple breaks in each 
rib) and a torn spleen and a torn 
diaphragm. The diagnosis was that 
the spleen would have to be re-
moved and the diaphragm repaired. 
The doctor had told him that he 
would have a large incision on his 
abdomen. Steve asked the doctor if 
he could do it by laparoscopy but 
the surgeon said “No”.  He liked to 
have a good look around when it 
involved a trauma case.  Steve con-
tinued to pray.  When he woke up 
Steve only had a 2 inch incision. 
Much to the doctor’s amazement, 
the spleen was healing OK and the 
diaphragm was not torn. The sur-
geon told Steve that he “was a 
lucky man” because this was only 
the second time in 25 years that the 
surgeon did not have to operate in 
this type of situation. Steve had 
another miracle, where kidney 
stones miraculously disappeared.  
He was booked for surgery the 
next morning.  Two neighbors who 
Steve had never met came to the 
door and asked if they could pray 

for him.  Later that night Steve 
felt a “pop” and he did not re-
quire the surgery.   Steve has 
experienced several miracles in 
his life and believes that God is 
always faithful. 
       Steve is very thankful for 
Hamilton Christian Fellowship 
and has developed some very 
close friendships at the church. 
He feels that this community ex-
presses genuine love, where peo-
ple are being built up. 
      Steve also enjoys hitting the 
pavement on his Yamaha motor-
cycle, such as when a couple of 
summers ago, Steve and Janine 
took a road trip out east and 
totally enjoyed God’s beauty and 
the open highway. Last summer, 
they traveled in Europe together 
(not on a bike) and this was also a 
very special time for them as a 
couple. 
     Another area where Steve is 
living “Beyond the Walls” is his 
new business venture. In the past, 
Steve has worked in various are-
nas: driving trucks, welding and 
heavy equipment work, ware-
house work in shipping and re-

Profile … cont’d from pg. 2 ceiving and having his own trucking 
company (Integrity Trucking, from 
about 2000 – 2007). Steve then 
continued in the transportation 
industry as a broker. On January 
1st, 2011, he will operate his own 
company Integrity Parcel and 
Freight, which will be a courier 
company that is based in Hamilton 
servicing the Golden Horseshoe 
and surrounding areas. This com-
pany specializes in same day ser-
vices and will deliver anything from 
envelopes to skids. Steve is fully 
aware that running his own com-
pany again will have its own chal-
lenges and risks, especially in the 
first 3 months of the company’s 
operation. Yet, Steve knows that 
God has always been faithful to 
help Steve walk through other 
transitions and Steve is confident 
this will happen again. 
     After having the privilege of 
talking to Steve and knowing him 
before our interview, it re-affirmed 
my belief, that the closer I am in 
my relationship to God, the 
more enriched my human and 
spiritual lives will be. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2  PreService 
Prayer 9 am 
Community  
Sunday 
Service  
10 am 

3 4 5 
Corporate Prayer 
6:30pm 

6   7-8 am Prayer (Older 
kids) 
9:30 am—Corp. prayer 
Band of Brothers 7pm 
(fellowship rm) 

7 
 

8 

9   PreService 
Prayer 9 am 
Service  
10 a.m.  

10 11 
Young Adults  
7 pm (sanctuary) 

12 
Corporate Prayer 
6:30pm 

13   7-8 am Prayer (Older 
kids) 
9:30 am—Corp. prayer 
Band of Brothers 7pm 

14 
Men’s Prayer  
6-7 am 

15 

16   PreService 
Prayer 9 am 
Service  
10 a.m.  

17 18 
Young Adults  
7 pm (sanctuary) 

19 
Corporate Prayer 
6:30pm 

20   7-8 am Prayer (Older 
kids) 
9:30 am—Corp. prayer 
Band of Brothers 7pm  

21 
Men’s Prayer  
6-7 am 

22 

23   PreService 
Prayer 9 am 
Service  
10 a.m.  

24 25 
Young Adults  
7 pm (sanctuary) 

26 
Corporate Prayer 
6:30pm 

27   7-8 am Prayer (Older 
kids) 
9:30 am—Corp. prayer 
Band of Brothers 7pm  

28 
Men’s Prayer  
6-7 am 

29 

30   PreService 
Prayer 9 am 
Service  
10 a.m.  

31      
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NOTE:  All prayer watches are held in 
the Prayer Room EXCEPT for   
Thurs. a.m. corporate Prayer  

(main sanctuary)  


