
This space is meant to be a place 
to keep you up to date with cur-
rent HCF news.  It’s meant to be a 
place where you can shine and it’s 
meant to help us to get to know 
each other better through your 
thoughts, poetry, testimonies, 
stories and artwork. 
 
This is the first offering 
but the format or con-
tent is not set in stone; 
it’s merely a beginning 
framework.  Our hope is 
that this will evolve over 
the months as you contribute your 
ideas to the mix and it’ll be excit-
ing to see what God will do with 
this. 
 
Let’s explore some of the ways 
that you can contribute to this 
venture.  Do you have a current 
testimony (yours or something 
you’ve heard) that will encourage 
us in our faith?  Why not share it 
with us?  Do you know of an event 

that’s happening in our area that 
you think will be a blessing to 
others?  Let us know the details 
so that others can participate.   
Do you dabble in poetry, art-
work, photography or short 
story writing?  Here’s a venue 

for you to let your crea-
tive abilities bless oth-
ers.  Our Community 
Christmas Gala gave us 
a peak into the various 
talents that are resident 
here in our midst … not 
just in singing but in 

writing, media and comedy. 
HCF—this is YOUR space!  I’m 
here to serve you and to create 
a venue for the Lord to shine 
through you so don’t be shy.  
And yes, if you want to submit 
something to be published 
anonymously we can do that too.  
Let’s have fun with this.  I’ll be 
looking for your emails at 
hcfnewsletter@bellnet.ca  
 

Each month we will be featuring a 
profile of someone in our congre-
gation…. Just another way for us 
to get to know one another bet-
ter.  This month we decided to 
start with the man who will be 
photographing all of our profiles, 
Larry Strung. 
Canadian born Larry Strung, his 
wife, Monica and their family are 
recent residents of Hamilton, mov-
ing here at Christmas 2006.  The 
previous 4 years were spent in 
Liverpool, England.  Larry has trav-
eled to North America, Europe, 
and Japan. 
 
A lifetime passion for photography 

and cycling has served Larry well 
on his travels.   He has found 
that the best and most enjoyable 
way to learn the true character 
of a new place is to take his 
camera and head out on his 
bike.   
 
While photographing the archi-
tecture and landscape of a new 
discovery is wonderful, it is 
meeting and getting to know the 
people that are 

As the calendar is flipped to begin a 
new year many of us seek the Lord 
about a ‘word’ or some direction 
or promise that we can stand on 
for 2008.  The following are some 
excerpts from Elijah List articles 
describing what some of the recog-
nized prophets and teachers are 
saying about the coming year.  See 
if any of these witness with you. 
 
Patricia King:  The Lord says “In 
2008 I will open the gate and in-
crease the rate of the manifestation 
of My Presence.” 
 
Chuck Pierce: This New Year in 
the Hebrew calendar is the Year 
5768. "The Year of the Full Circle 
of Life--A New Beginning is Yours."  
Here is what I shared about the 
year 5768: The number eight is 
always linked with new beginnings! 
This Hebrew word is linked with 
life and being hot (on fire). 
 
Benny Hinn says “Expect a season 
of new beginnings in 2008”.  He 
believes that this will be a year that 
we will see many salvations, par-
ticularly in our families. 
 
Paul Keith and Wanda Davis:  Al-
though God primarily recognizes 
the Biblical calen-
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Christmas Gala took in $2, 083.38., 
the general budget contributed 
$5,000, and together with previous 
fundraisers and your offerings we 
are already at $9,000 toward our 
goal of $15,000.  Way to go, that’s 
60%! 
  
Arimathea Fund:  There will be an 
article in coming issues about the 
history of this fund.  In brief, Hamil-
ton has about 40 people a year 
who die on the streets or in nurs-
ing homes with no one to cover 
their funeral expenses.  The city by 
order of the Province covers for 
most expenses, but not for things 
like a grave stone for instance.  
This fund is our effort to be a 
blessing to the city and our most 
vulnerable by funding these grave 
markers.  The balance in the fund 
currently sits at $1, 540.25. 
  
Monthly Giving as a Church:  Every 
month we give $200 to Mission 
Services (last month we had an 
extra $150 to give - donations 
from HCFers)  
 
Every month we give $300 to GO-
HOP and $100 to Jill W. director 
of GOHOP.  Every month we tithe 
2.5% of all regular donations to 
Partners in Harvest.  December's 
amount was $357.13  

 Donations to Israel :  In Romans 
16 :25 - 27 Paul speaks of how the 
Macedonian church took up an 
offering for the poor in Israel who 
were suffering, at the time from a 
famine.  He goes on to encourage 
the Romans to do the same and we 
believe that word is for us today as 
well.  This fund is for believers and 
the poor in Israel.  We will have 
another article in an upcoming 
issue speaking more about the 
work this fund has supported but 
for now we recently gave $600 to 
Operation Outreach, and $600 to 
UJA for Shecafim School. The bal-
ance as of Jan.1/08 is $531.75. 
  
Special Offerings:  Just before 
Christmas Pastor Roy Pierce of 
Crossfire Assembly came to share 
their vision for the purchase of the 
King St. Baptist church.   Even 
though the day he came was a 
snowy day and our numbers were 
small, the offerings that week and 
the next allowed us to write a 
cheque to Crossfire for  
$1, 000.00!   Thank you for your 
generosity to invest into the city-
wide church. 
 
When we consider that most of  
these funds reflect giving over and 
above our regular tithes that is 
amazing!  We thank you for your 
generous spirit and thank God for 
His wonderful provision. 

In this space will be updates mostly 
related to our property and fi-
nances  This is primarily the re-
sponsibility of the Directors;  Bob 
Cowling, Gerrit Hagen and Shelley 
Sullivan. 
  
Before the end of  March we will 
be holding a General Meeting 
where amongst other topics we 
will review all of the financial data 
from 2007 and invite a Q&A time.  
In this issue we want to review and 
update everyone on some of the 
financial activity that is over and 
above our regular budget.  
  
Roof Fund:  The roof of our sanc-
tuary needs replacing so we set 
aside $200 every week and review 
our giving vs. budget every three 
months to see if we can top it up 
even more!  Our current balance in 
the roof fund is $22,400 with the 
total cost of the roof estimated at 
$75,000 - not much on a per shin-
gle basis!   
  
Worship Equipment Fund:  We 
have a goal to improve the sound 
and projection quality in both build-
ings before the end of March.  The 
list of items is on the back table on 
red paper, and they include better 
microphones, projector, lights, etc.  
The recent fundraiser Community 

“He is no fool 

who gives 

what he 

cannot keep 

to gain what 

he cannot 

lose” 

Jim Elliot Director’s Report and Financial Update 
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dar, there is also a measure of 
prophetic indication given for 
our Gregorian calendar year. 
We believe 2008 will be a time 
of completion and new begin-
nings. 
 
Bill & Marsha Burns:  rejoicing 
will open the door for the Fa-
ther's great grace and divine 
favor that will come in 2008--
the year of the open door. 
 
Joni Ames: This (past) fall, we 
entered into a Jubilee Year on 
Israel's calendar. On January 
1st, we (entered) into the year 
2008 on our Gregorian calen-
dar. 8 is the number for new 

beginnings. Additionally, we will 
have an extra day in 2008, as it 
will be a "leap year."  I believe 
this leap year of Jubilee restora-
tion will be exponential. I be-
lieve we can call for, proclaim, 
and declare for jubilee genera-
tional restoration for 1,000 
years back. It's time! 
 
Sandie Freed: Positioned at the 
King's Gate in 2008  - As we go 
through the new gates in 2008, 
let's remember that "all things 
are possible" to those who be-
lieve in His Word. 2008 will be  
a year of "all things."   
 
Michael Pink:  The year of the 
Gate.  in Hebrew, the number 8 
is rendered by the letter CHET, 
which is depicted in the form of 
a GATE.  

In the last few years at Rosh 
Hashanah I feel a natural shift 
happening in how the Lord is 
working in my heart.  Last year 
He told me we would ‘deal with 
the leaven in 5767’.  Yikes!  It 
certainly was a year in which 
He challenged the way I was 
processing things and He has 
done a lot of spiritual surgery in 
my heart.  This year I heard 
‘circulate and motivate in 5768’.  
That has already rung true for 
me as I’ve stepped into a new 
fire in my spirit for evangelism 
and encouragement.   
 
What does He want to do in 
you this year?  Whatever it is, I 
know it will be good as He de-
lights in bringing us into the 
destiny He has for us to bring 
Him glory on the earth! 



Testimonies 
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There was a renewed sense of 
God’s Presence with us, like 
when Joshua encountered the 
Lord on the Jericho plain after 
Israel had crossed over into the 
Land of Promise…. “as the 
Commander of the Lord’s army 
I have now come!” Through 
Haggai, the Lord said to Zerub-
babel & his team, & speaks 
across the ages to us today: “I 
am with you, & my Spirit re-
mains among you. Do not fear.” 
He’s with us, & we’re in this 
together. That’s so important. 
Each of us called. Chosen. 

Needed. Anointed & appointed 
unto God’s purposes… to-
gether! (Double Yay!!!) 
  
This space will be shared each 
month by various members of 
our leadership team. We hope 
to have a website up & running 
this year too. For those who 
are new to HCF, and as a re-
minder to other, please know 
my door is open to you. If I can 
help you in any way - prayer, a 
listening ear, encouragement, 
pastoral care/ counseling – I’m 
at your service!   
Shalom, Pastor Dave 

Hi Folks…we hope you find this 
monthly newsletter informative & 
encouraging…Lisa is very much in 
the zone when it comes to stuff 
like this…Yay!  O me of little faith 
was very pleasantly surprised when 
the “year of new beginnings” I 
talked so much about in late sum-
mer & early fall, proved to be just 
that! I could feel that something 
had shifted. The gears of our cor-
porate transmission had engaged 
afresh & we were moving forward. 

“Monthly Musings”  by Pastor Dave 

“Worship is 

the ‘thank 

you’ that 

refuses 

to be 

silenced” 

Max Lucado 

We think that we can do much better in naming our monthly news-
letter than calling it “HCF Newsletter”.  Put on your creative thinking 

cap and offer us your thoughts on a good name.  Consider the proposed content, the vision of our church 
and the goodness of God and see what name He might inspire you to submit.  hcfnewsletter@bellnet.ca  

What’s in a Name? 

ultimately the most rewarding goals.  
We highly recommend that you check 
out his newest project at 
www.Hamilton365.com 
 
"I came to know Christ through 
Monica.  For both of us this is our sec-
ond marriage - and our relationship first 
started as a friendship, a reconnection 
made at a High School reunion.  I had a 
lot of anger towards the Church and 
religion, so Monica - a  mature Chris-

Profile … cont’d 

Someone said recently “I will ‘borrow’ 
other people’s amazing testimonies 
until I have my own.”.  These are 
some of those borrowed ones to start 
us off, expecting that in the coming 
months we will have many of our own 
to share! 
 
TODD BENTLEY—JAN.  2008 
(interview with Patricia King) 
We have been entering into realms of 
tremendous blessing and financial 
breakthrough.  It’s the glory and the 
presence of God showing up … it’s 
His visible glory.  We had a student in 
our school who was engaged and told 
the Lord that he would love to receive 
a precious stone for his fiancé.  He 
was playing ping-pong and the ball fell 
on the ground.  When he reached 
down to pick it up beside it was a 

large diamond.  Three different 
jewelers confirmed that it is a 2 
karat diamond without flaw.  These 
are manifestations of God’s good-
ness.  God said to Moses, “I will 
make all my goodness pass before 
you.”  What if we got so hungry 
for all of the goodness of God?  In 
His presence every good and per-
fect gift comes forth.  In the last 60 
days we have had numerous testi-
monies of blessings and break-
through.  We have had 7 testimo-
nies alone of brand new vehicles 
being given to people.  It is a sign of 
revival when there is ‘no lack 
among them’.  We had a debt can-
cellation meeting and we anointed 
people’s bills and mortgages and 

believed God for supernatural debt 
cancellation.  We sowed seed into 
the glory.  In the anointing there’s 
enough.  We have had numerous 
testimonies since that meeting.  A 
staff member needed a new truck 
and thought “I’ve just sown into 
the glory, why would I go into debt 
for this vehicle?  We’ll believe 
God.”  In a few days someone gave 
them keys to the new truck they 
had been shopping for.  A woman 
in our church sowed into the glory 
and had a $10,000. credit card debt 
cancelled.  Her statement read $0. 
and she was debt-free.  We’re 
seeing so many miracles – like in 
the book of Acts “there were none 
who lacked among them.” 

tian - and I would have friendly de-
bates about the topic.  Needless to 
say, Mon won those debates!   
 
I don't think that we would have 
considered moving to Hamilton if it 
were not for our time living in Liv-
erpool.  It has so many similarities 
to Hamilton in terms of social 
demographics and tough reputation, 
but we came to truly love the peo-
ple of Liverpool and made many 
deep, close friendships there.  We 
are developing a similar affection for 
Hamilton, and very much feel that 

HCF is our spiritual home.  The 
Hamilton 365 project is our way of 
expressing our love towards the 
people of this city, and to contribute 
in a positive manner to the commu-
nity." 
 
Larry has recently opened a small 
studio in Hamilton under the name 
of Strungfoto and is available for 
portrait and commercial work ei-
ther in his home studio near Gage 
Park or on site at your location.  
Visit his website at 
www.strungfoto.com 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 
Prayer 
9:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. 

4 5 

6 
Service 
10 a.m. 

7 8 9 10 
Prayer 
9:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. 

11 12 

13 
Service 
10 a.m. 
 
Soup Sunday 

14 
Home Group 
at the  
Cowlings 

15 
Director’s 
meeting 

16 
Elder’s  
Meeting 
 

17 
Prayer 
9:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. 
___________ 
“The Unchang-
ing Nature of 
God’s Purpose” 
7 p.m. 

18 
Israel Night 
Watch 
10 p.m.—2 a.m. 

19 

20 
Service 
10 a.m. 

21 22 23 
Worship Night 

24 
Prayer 
9:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. 

25 
Israel in Focus 
Meeting 
7 p.m. 

26 

27 
Service 
10 a.m. 

28 
Home Group 
at the  
Cowlings 

29 30 
 

31 
Prayer 
9:30 a.m.—
12:30 p.m. 

  

January 2008  

HAMILTON CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP INC. 
135 Strathcona Ave. N., Hamilton, ON  L8R 3C2 

Phone:  (905) 527-4070  Email:  hcf@on.aibn.com 
Pastor:  David Cummings 

FEBRUARY’S THEME IS LOVE!   
(no big surprise there!) 

Send us your poems, songs, quotes, thoughts before Jan, 27 at 
hcfnewsletter@bellnet.ca  


