
 Love is weird. 
It often smacks you over the head 
when you’ve just gotten over it, as 
if to say “Hey! I haven’t forgotten 
about you!”

So it was for Laurie in 2008, after 
the death of her Grandmother, who 
she had been the primary caretaker 
for until her passing.  Laurie had 
begun her Discipleship Training 
School (DTS), with YWAM in 

Fingal Head Bay, Australia around 
the same time she had decided she 
was done with casual dating. If there 
even was a ‘next’ one, he would be 
the last one, her husband, and the 
Lord would make it evident.

Joseph, originally from Nova Scotia, 
had also just started his DTS, and 
when he and Laurie met they were 
instant friends.
They were so close that others in 
their program referred to them sim-
ply as ‘LoJo’.

It wasn’t long for feelings to grow 
beyond friendship--but Laurie was 
still grieving and healing.
cont’d page 3...

 After many years of self-de-
nial, I didn’t think that I needed to 
attend the church or to fellowship 
with the body of Christ. The Holy 
Spirit began wooing me to seek the 
fellowship and see what I could do to 
finally begin truly seeking Gods will 
in my life. I knew I had to completely 
surrender my life to Christ.

Then God, knowing I was sincere, 
told me to go back to HCF, which I 
did not think was the best idea. Yet 
I had surrendered completely, so off 
I went and immediately that very 

first Sunday, God began revealing 
His plan. An old acquaintance I had 
known for some time came right over 
and gave me a big hug and God told 
me to seek his fellowship, which I did 
without delay  When I did reach out 
my friend told me that he also was 
praying God would lead someone 
to fellowship with him. Now that is 
what I classify as a ‘Christiancidence’.  

1 John 1:4

And these things I write to you, that 
your joy may be full in fellowship 
with him and one another. That my 
joy may be full in fellowship, and 
of which the Holy Spirit began to 
fill me up with, over and over as the 
tears of joy streamed down my face, 
received as a welcome home my son, 
by the father God.
cont’d page 2...
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Profile cont’d...
“I could just hear her heart aching; 
her cry for the way things were in the 
World,” Joseph reflects. But Laurie 
needed that confirmation from the 
Lord before she would commit.
Then, miraculously, the Lord gave 
Joseph the impression of white lilies.
“I knew they were for her,” he says of 
the flowers. “That’s the crazy thing 
about God, our flesh can be so unbe-
lieving, but our spirit can believe.”

And so he gave her white lilies--
which, of course, turned out to be the 
confirmation from the Lord Laurie 
needed to move forward!

Laurie and Joseph completed their 
DTS, did their outreach and traveled 
in Australia as a couple. When they 
returned to Canada nine months 
later it was to plan their wedding and 
get married!
They reluctantly made Hamilton 
home, and together, through Mi-
chele Ludwig, they made HCF their 
church home.
“It was such a great community to 
be around--it really felt like family,” 
Joseph remembers.

Transition from paradise into real life 
was proving challenging for them. 
“We were definitely starting to veer 
off each other’s pages,” Joseph says.
Laurie recalls, “I felt really lost in all 
the marriage prep. We weren’t find-
ing our stride.” And being back in 
Hamilton didn’t feel great either.

A year on again/off again mixed 
with a few different living situations 
strained their relationship, and in 
2010 Joe flew back to NS and their 
relationship ended.
“How would you describe the follow-
ing years apart?” I asked.
“As the Dark Ages,” they laugh bit-
tersweetly. “It was still in the depths 

of our hearts to be together,” Joseph 
recalls.  Why this had happened and 
what had it all meant, considering 
the amazing revelation of the white 
lily?

“Knowing about Laurie’s promise, 
(lily), I had to hold onto ‘God keeps 
his promises’ no matter what,” Joseph 
adds.

But the Lord used this time to 
increase their maturity, as they did 
much soul-searching and began to 
experience Him in new ways.
“I found my song in the desert; like 
Laura Hackett sings, He led me to 
the desert,” Laurie says. “It felt like a 
desert, but in the end, I was leaning 
on my Beloved.” His power was being 
made perfect in her weakness.
Not surprisingly it was during this 
time that Laurie learned the guitar 
and began singing.

Even though they weren’t a couple, 
wherever they were, they were still 
each other’s sounding board.
“We were each other’s best friend 
before we were anything else. I would 
fast and pray for something specific 
for Joseph, and years later I’d find out 
it was that exact time I fasted when 
he was really struggling.”
“She always has my back,” Joe smiles 
at Laurie. “She’s like a champion.”
“It’s been God who’s been champion-
ing you. He taught me how to pray 
for you,” Laurie amends. “This is 
what ‘making’ love really looks like.” 

There had been the odd visit over the 
years, but the timing was never right.
Then over the Christmas holidays of 
2015 Joseph came to stay for a couple 
weeks. They would take this time to 
decide once and for all.
And New Year’s Eve brought the de-
cision that, no, it was over for good. 

For the first time in years, their 
evening routine of texting each other 
“gngnsdstaGiwytn” didn’t happen. 
(You’ll have to ask them what it 
means!)
“I couldn’t handle not saying good-
night,” Joseph reflects. “My heart was 
all jumbled up.”

They stayed up all night talking and 
watched the sun rise over the lake. 
Laurie says “We knew we’re supposed 
to be together. Thinking of not being 
together just killed us.”
“Neither of us could picture our lives 
without the other,” says Joseph.

And two days later Joseph officially 
proposed…with a candy RingPop. It 
was beautiful and delicious.
The wedding is in July and a few 
life-giving things are certain after 
that, namely their shared passion for 
discipleship, building and overseas 
missions. Of course, a vision for a 
community house and discipleship 
here in Hamilton too. “The Lord 
has really grown my heart for Ham-
ilton,” Laurie smiles. “The Lord has 
redeemed and reconciled both Joseph 
and Hamilton to me.”

“At the time, these things don’t seem 
to make any sense--but, you know, 
beauty from ashes,” Laurie laughs.

Prophetic Word: 
The Womb of God
By: Denni Roy, HCF
Redleaf HOP

 I sense the Lord saying, “there 
is a greater surge of compassion 
resurrecting in & through the Body 
of Christ.” The compassion of God is 
coming to the foreground in greater 
experiences &  understanding & will 
be catalytic into extraordinary days 
ahead. This is no weak trait or human 
sensitivity, it is the most powerful 
force coming out of the very “womb 
of God.” Even as a release from the 
deepest part of His inmost being. The 
Father’s relentless, divine love toward 
mankind is going to break forth in 
an awesome way!  What was it that 
compelled the healing virtue with-
in Jesus to flow out into the world 
around Him? Some bibles translate it 
as “the bowels of God’s mercy.”  That is 
an expression of gut-wrenching heart 
love. Jesus is revealed as One oriented 
toward human suffering, He is com-
pletely tuned into the deepest needs & 
pains of this life as well as their cause, 
whether sin or the wounds of sin. And 
it is He who is the divine remedy. The 
Lord’s desires are stirring within His 
Body to seek whom He is seeking. I 
hear the Lord saying,  “Let My people 
meet Me in the most intimate place of 
My Presence, into My ethos, into My 
desires.  Know I am a God seeking the 
lost in heart, whether in the pew or 
in the gutters of society. I am seeking 
them. I am seeking you. I am mov-
ing toward the heart beyond mental 
agreement & into the heart of the 
matter.
 
 The Lord says, He is in pursuit 
of souls, in pursuit of hearts, He is 
moving toward the pain & affliction of 
mankind, & He will move the saints 
into His pursuit. They will respond 

to His love, they will be mobilized by 
His compelling nature. The “womb 
of God” will originate & birth new 
Life. Lives will be impacted,  souls 
will born of Him, & rescued by Him. 
The deep heart of God is to infuse the 
heart of His Body that they will move 
throughout the earth & touch oth-
ers with the force of His divine love. 
Amen!

Fellowship cont’d...
“forgive me my trespasses”, it says 
“forgive us, as we forgive them. So 
God is telling us that we cannot 
truly grow in Christ unless we do so 
together. 

Matthew 18:20

For where any two or three are gath-
ered together in my name, there am 
I also.

2 Corinthians 8:4

Imploring us with such urgency that 

we would receive the gift and the 
fellowship of the ministering saints.

1 John 1:7

But if we walk in the light, as he is 
in the light, we have fellowship with 
one another, and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, cleanses us from all sin. 

Philippians 3:10

That I may know Jesus and the power 
of his resurrection, and the fellowship 
of his sufferings, being conformed to 
his death. 

And now having been obedient to 
the wooing of the Holy Spirit I have 
returned to HCF.  The corporate 
fellowship, is like feeling Christ’s 
loving embrace.  In excitement know-
ing God is truly moving and He is 
equipping us to be that which he has 
created us to be, for a time such as 
this. 

So let us press forward into his holy 
place, that he may transform us to 
know his will. To set the captives 
free and bring healing to all who are 
oppressed and broken. That he, our 
Saviour Jesus Christ, can show the 
world he is alive and willing to do 
all that is needed and all that he has 
promised, to bring that message to as 
many as can hear the truth, so that 
they can be set free, that they may 
have the joy of the Lord as they enter 
into fellowship with him and the 
body of Christ. 

Romans 8:28

“All things work together for good, to 
those that are called according to his 
purpose”.

Let us be found to be according to 
his purpose.

32

Did you know we're 
on Facebook?  
Follow us to keep 
up to date on what 
we're doing!

www.facebook.com/
HCFchurchfamily/

“Revival 
tarries 
simply 

because 
we have 

learned to 
live 

without it”

-Leonard Ravenhill



Hamilton Christian Fellowship 135 Strathcona Ave, N., Hamilton, ON L8R 3C2 www.hcfchurch.ca office@hcfchurch.ca 
Robert and Lisa Cowling - Senior Pastors   Andy Luchies - Associate Pastor

Revival 
Leadership 
Horses
by Heather Sinnott

Creativity is a place where I loose 
myself in worship with God and we 
create together. I paint in series and 
themes that God shows me and they 
often speak like a sentence, one 
picture to the next to finish the word 
he has given me.  The horses have 
meant a lot to me. The first were 
about your calling of boldness and 
who you are, the second about the vibrancy of who He is and you are created to be in Him. The last horses the question was asked ‘will you run with me? When 
I saw these I knew they represented God, powerful, colourful horses, their feet running in fire, the fire wasn’t stamped out but strong and wild yet peaceful and 
calming. ‘IGNITE’. It was painted live in worship at a conference in Toronto, it was a call, it was a preparation for readiness Are you ready? The promises have 
not been forgotten, they will soon be set in motion. He’s coming. He’s wild like fire and on the move. 

I have been working as a professional artist out of Halton Hills, ON and painting live for 15 years and been speaking on releasing your creativity, hearing God, 
identity and healing through creativity for the last 5 years and allowing God to use me the way He wants. I love to watch people come alive! I believe that God 
can use art as carriers of his presence used to minister, to heal, change hearts and plant seeds in the most unexpected places. Three years I was picked up by 
an art publisher, reproductions of my work can be found in various retail locations including the Brick Canada wide. God has been using my series “girl with the 
yellow umbrella’, a series of hope amongst the storm nationwide to heal hearts. God is So good!!

To see more of my work visit www.heathersinnott.com
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