
     February … always 
makes me think of Valen-
tine’s Day – a day our cul-
ture has set apart to cele-
brate love. It brings to mind 
images of lovely gifts 
wrapped in red, chocolates, 
sparkle and hearts every-
where. The message is: 
‘Give that special gift to 
the one(s) you love!’ A 
wonderful sentiment 
don’t you think – to say 
‘I love you’?  After all, 
isn’t that the message 
we long to hear? Ahhhhhhhh 
… love … food for the soul! 
It’s life-giving, it’s sustaining, 
it’s essential for the building 
and maintaining of relation-
ships. This was God’s intent 
from the beginning. He is 

our creator and He is love. 
And so it makes perfect 
sense that we as His crea-
tion, made in His own image, 
would have this in our very 
being – the need to love and 
be loved.  
     Valentine’s Day is a good 

example of how 
the principles and 
truths of the King-
dom of Heaven are 
counterfeited by 
the kingdom of this 
world.  In the King-

dom of Heaven there was a 
day set apart for love – 
God’s expression of love … 
in red. This red ran down 
from Golgotha – Jesus’ 
blood. That’s the heart of 
our God, our Heavenly Fa-

‘Have you ever seen the two of 
them together,’ Lisa asked me, 
‘there’s so much love.  It’s in-
credible.’  What Lisa failed to 
mention was that the two in 
question, Rosanna and her 
youngest daughter Sabrina, 
share a difficult past; something 
that ties them together tightly, 
and is only manageable by just 
that—incredible love. 
     I approached this interview 
with uncertainty—I had never 
met Rosanna nor her daughter 
Sabrina, so when I spoke to 
Rosanna on the phone and she 
warned that the young woman, 
her daughter, would not be 
able to speak to me for the 
interview, or perhaps not even 
look up for a photo, I was at a 

loss for how to approach 
this. 
     When I arrived at their 
beautiful home on the es-
carpment it was snowing 
softly and the pinks and blues 
of sunset made everything 
glow.  Rosanna greeted me 
at the door and took me in 
the kitchen to meet Sabrina.  
‘She’s just had a little seizure 
before you arrived, so she’s a 
little tired now, aren’t you 
Bina?’  Rosanna squats down 
to the height of her daughter 
curled over in a wheelchair 
as a support worker, and 
probably by now, a good 
friend, helps Sabrina to eat.  
Rosanna puts her fingers 
under Bina’s chin and lifts her 
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ther, who gave His Son to die 
so His blood would be shed for 
us. His gift of salvation demon-
strates the love of our God! 
God gave His gift to us – the 
ones whom He loves. We are 
His beloved. His Son was His 
gift to us – wrapped in red! Je-
sus gave us His gift wrapped in 
red – Himself!  He gave Himself 
so that we might receive yet 
another gift; the gift of eternal 
life. 
    What kind of love is this?  
What kind of love can motivate 
in such a way so as to willingly 
give the life of someone you 
love, someone so precious to 
you?  This is unconditional love!  
This expression of God’s un-
conditional love 
given to us in the 
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death of His Son was com-
plete and unqualified – not 
subject to conditions, not 
modified or restricted. It was 
wholehearted, pure, true, ab-
solute and perfect. 

What kind of love can 
cause you to willingly give 
your own life for the life of 
another?  This is unconditional 
love!  Jesus gave His life and 
the temple curtain was torn in 
two from top to bottom. Ac-
cess was no longer denied! 

There it is for us to behold 

– confronted and confounded 
by the love of our Lord! What 
kind of Saviour is this? What 
kind of love is this?  Amazing 
love … unconditional love!  
Out pours Grace and Mercy 
and Compassion.  Here we are 
– face to face with love having 
total access to the One who IS 
love! 

So what do we do with this 
love?  Receive it and keep on 
receiving it. Freely receive and 
freely give. Love God, love our-
selves and love others with that 
same kind of love – uncondi-
tional!  Jesus commands us 
‘Love each other as I have 

head up, much like a lover would 
lift up their love’s chin for a kiss.  
Sabrina seems rather hesitant 
about me, so Rosanna and I move 
to the living room to have the 
interview. 
     Born and raised in a touristy 
town in Italy, Rosanna unexpect-
edly emigrated to Canada at age 
18 during a month long visit after 
she met a man, Bruno, and they 
fell in love.  Having grown up in a 
very religious, Catholic area 
Rosanna described herself as 
‘always searching’, saying she was 
at every event in the church, but 
that ‘it just wasn’t happening,’ even 
though she was very passionate for 
Jesus. 
     After her marriage to Bruno, 
the couple were blessed with 
three daughters, Claudia, Sophia 
and Sabrina, with whom Rosanna 
recalls Bruno was always very af-
fectionate and loving.  ‘His girls got 
the best all the time.’  During her 
pregnancy with Sophia, Rosanna’s 
father was diagnosed and was 
quickly overcome with lung can-
cer.   This ‘very traumatic’ event 
led Rosanna on a search to find 
out about the afterlife and what 
the Bible had to say about it.  She 
called on her neighbour, a woman 
Rosanna felt was a godly woman, 
and the two of them began to 
study Revelations. ‘I wanna know 

Profile … cont’d from pg. 1 this God,’ Rosanna remembers 
thinking as she poured over the 
Word, ‘this is an amazing God.’  
This time of study dispelled many 
of the lies Rosanna feels were 
instilled in her, as well as stirring 
up ‘huge revelation’ about Jesus.  
     All of Rosanna and Bruno’s 
children were special, but there 
was ‘something different’ about 
Sabrina, ‘she just seemed to know 
how to be.’ Then around age 4, 
Sabrina began having uncharacter-
istic tantrums, carsickness, tired-
ness and nervousness.  None of 
this was overly concerning until a 
fall Sabrina suffered while playing 
with her sisters left her tempo-
rarily blind and very nauseous.  
The diagnosis was an aggressive, 
malignant brain tumour.  “I was 
expecting a miracle,” Rosanna 
recalls, “I was believing, but terri-
fied because I was being faced 
with this.” 
     A six-hour surgery, 52 treat-
ments of radiation and 8 cycles of 
chemo left their little girl altered 
forever. “Those were heavy duty 
days,” she says, “God was the 
thing I was focusing on.”  Due to 
the intense treatments of radia-
tion and chemo, Sabrina’s pitui-
tary and thyroid glands had been 
destroyed, leaving her skin 
changed forever and the promise 
of an uncertain future.  It was 
only years later that they realized 
that the brain was now regressing 
instead of healing and maturing, 

which led to ‘nasty’, violent 
seizures that left Sabrina with 
many injuries and Rosanna and 
her family with very little rest.  
It was only love-filled encoun-
ters with God while the chil-
dren were in school that gave 
Rosanna the love and strength 
to continue. 
     And things were only going 
to heat up.  A scary diagnosis 
for Bruno, a new diet for Sa-
brina, defiant daughters and 
Sabrina’s seizures lasting one to 
two hours made Rosanna think 
she was ‘going to lose it.  But I 
didn’t because of God.’ 
     Then, in 2004, Bruno was 
diagnosed with liver cancer.  
He succumbed to the cancer 
soon after, but not before he 
gained a relationship with God.  
“We had gotten really close 
over the years—the opposite 
of divorce.”  Sabrina was also 
incredibly close with her father; 
‘inseparable,’ Rosanna said.  
During my interview Sabrina 
pointed to a picture of her fa-
ther many times while calling 
his name.  Memories can be 
lost from the brain, but not 
from the heart, I suppose. 
 Bruno died only a few 
years ago, and now days consist 
of caring for Sabrina.  But God 
taught Rosanna so much during 
those very difficult years.  She 
remembers wondering ‘how do 
I understand this un-
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“You will never 
know how much 
love you have 
within you until 

your love is 
tested. How will 

your love be 
tested? Usually 
your love will be 
tested by those 
who hurt you or 

tempt you to 
take up offense 
in some way. 

When someone 
betrays you, 
speaks all 

manner of evil 
against you 

falsely, or fails 
you… this is 

when you have 
opportunity to 

flex those “love 
muscles”. I like 

to remember the 
cross at times 

like this.” 

 
Patricia King 

loved you. Greater love has 
no one than this, that he lay 
down his life for his friends.                                     
Pour it out ….  grace and 
mercy and compassion 

The curtain was torn giving 
us access to the Presence of 
God having, until that mo-
ment, only been available to 
the high priest once a year on 
a ‘special day’. The world sug-
gests we take one day and 
love. But God gives us oppor-
tunity to make it a lifestyle.                                      
love on someone today …
and tomorrow … and the 
next …                                           
This is the Kingdom! 
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conditional love?  You’re not going 
to get anything in return.  You just 
love up on her.  God showed me 
that’s what His love is like.  When 
we turn our back, He’s the same.  
He told me to love, love, love.”  
 “It can hurt awfully bad—
oh man—awfully bad,” she says, 
remembering the times she has 
poured herself out for Sabrina with 
nothing in return, “but because you 
love this person so much it hurts 
so much.  If she says ‘Mum, I love 

Watch for the date of 
our upcoming Annual 
Meeting. 
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ongoing tithes and  
offerings. 

Financial 
you,’ it melts me.”  Rosanna tells 
me that she is reconciled about 
Sabrina not being healed, that she 
enjoys Bina for who she is, even if 
she can’t always say ‘I love you.’ 
“Her eyes can speak without 
speaking.” 
 “What would you like 
readers to take away from your 
story?” I ask.   “He’s good.  Al-
ways good.  I can say He’s good.”  
She pauses and smiles, ‘God’s 
love is so powerful, it will sustain 

and mark this funny little day in a 
unique way.  Maybe it can be all 
about love and maybe it can be a 
celebration.  Maybe I can make a 
point of specifically taking time 
that day to truly reflect on the 
One who has never left me, 
never let me down, never 
stopped loving me – the One 
who has loved me perfectly at all 
times. 
     The One who loves me 
whether I’m having a good day 
or bad, whether I’m in a great 
mood or a lousy one, whether I 
look like a million bucks or like I 
just crawled out of bed with a 
bad case of the flu… 
     I think Rick Pino expresses  
this sentiment nicely in his song 
Who’s Who when he sings:  “I 
could be the biggest mess in the 
whole world – it doesn’t change 
His love for me - He loves me 
like I am!” These lines are pre-
ceded by the even more descrip-
tive statement:  “He will even 

take you with your poop-y dia-
per on!” 
     He still loves me even when 
He asks me to do something and 
I completely, deliberately, rebel-
liously and/or fearfully ignore 
Him, disobey Him, choose to 
not do it.  Like any parent, He’s 
not a big fan of this response, 
but even then He never fails to 
love me. 
     And, well, isn’t that what the 
gospel is all about?  How He 
kept right on loving us, even as 
we tortured, mocked, aban-
doned and/or crucified Him? 
     Pretty amazing unconditional, 
unending love, isn’t it? 
     So, to sum up, a lot of these 
thoughts might be kind of ‘old 
hat,’ maybe even cliché or over-
done, but oh well!  I figure it 
never hurts to be reminded 
once in a while about the simple 
truths of God’s uncon-
ditional love for us, his 
kids. 

     When I was approached about 
doing this little article “Musings,” I 
was told that the topic for this 
newsletter was “unconditional 
love.” And I thought, ‘Hmm, un-
conditional love.  What do I say 
about that that’s not cliché or 
overdone?’  My next thought was, 
‘I wonder why they chose that 
theme?’  Eventually, of course, I 
realized that this is February’s 
newsletter and February is the 
month of Valentine’s Day, which is 
all about love and romance and 
hearts and chocolate and red and 
pink and all that soft, fluffy stuff.  
The day designated for showing 
that special someone how much 
you care.  Ah, Valentine’s Day.  
Such an awkward little “holiday” 
for those who aren’t “in love,” 
boy- or girlfriend-ed, married or 
otherwise coupled. I, for one, gen-
erally try to ignore it and, mostly 
successfully, treat it as a day like 
any other. 
     However, this year, I think I 
might take a different approach 

“Musings”                                                     By Michele Ludwig 

“Now God’s 
love comes to 
men all free 

and unbought; 
without our 

having merit to 
deserve, or 
money to 

procure it. I 
know it is 

written, “Come, 
buy wine and 
milk,” but is it 

not added 
“Without money 

and without 
price?” “I will 

love them 
freely;” that is “I 
will not accept 
their works in 
barter for My 
love; I will not 
receive their 

love as a 
recompense for 
Mine; I will love 

them, all 
unworthy and 
sinful though 

they be.” 

Charles Spurgeon 

For those who have missed the classes, 
here are some snippets for you to 
‘chew’ on…….. 
 
From Week One:   
1.  When basic trust is established we 
have:  - the ability to hold the heart 
open to others and to life; security, a 
basic sense that “I’m OK, I’m loved”; 
the capacity to bounce back, resilience 
(we get hurt, but move on); the courage 

to venture out, risk; the ability to 
shift gears – adaptability; strength of 
spirit to establish discipline in our 
lives; the ability to enter into intimacy 
2.  How do we honour dishonorable 
parents?  We honour their position & 
not their wrong actions.  (read Acts 
23:1-5 for example) 
 
From Week Two:   
The Fatherless Condition 

Healing of the Heart Series—Quotes and Snippets 

1.  Four Basic Emotional Needs: 
- the need for unconditional ex-
pressed love 
- the need to feel secure & com-
forted 
- the need for praise & affirmation 
- the need for purpose in life 
2.  The question:  What 
message did you receive as 
a child growing up? 

Profile    ….. cont’d  

through all things.  Jesus, love 
hurt him, cost him everything!  
We love because He loved us 
first.” 
 “And what’s next?” I 
ask.  “This whole thing,” she 
Rosanna says, “ I would never 
had dreamed of it--life unfold-
ing like this.  So, the next 50 
years will be glori-
ous compared to 
the last 50!” 



February 2009 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Service  
10 a.m. 
 
Communion / 
Soup  
Sunday 

2 3 4 5 
Prayer— 
9:30 am 
 
Women’s Ablaze 
7p.m. 
 
Men’s Meeting 7 

6 7 

8 
Prayer 
9 a.m. 
 
Service  
10 a.m. 

9 10 11 
Elder’s  
Meeting 

12 
Nehemiah Prayer 
11:30 @ First 
Place 
 
Healing of the 
Heart 7 p.m. 

13 
Shabbat  
Dinner 
6:30 pm 

14 

15 
Prayer 
9 a.m. 
 
Service  
10 a.m. 
Hilda Chen 
speaking 

16 17 
Director’s  
Meeting 

18 19 
Prayer— 
9:30 am 
 
Women’s Ablaze 
7p.m. 
 
Men’s Meeting 7 

20 
 
 

21 

22 
Prayer 
9 a.m. 
 
Service  
10 a.m. 

23 24 25 26 
Prayer— 
9:30 am 
 
Healing of the 
Heart 7 p.m. 

27 
 

28 


