
 As the Magi followed the star 
to find Jesus so has Muriel jour-
neyed, following the light of God to 
find the heart of the Son of God.
 Muriel along with her daugh-
ter, Elise have been attending HCF 
for several weeks now.  After having 
a couple of lunch conversations with 
her and hearing story after story of 
God’s amazing leading and faith-
fulness I felt it would encourage us 
all to read a bit of her story in this 
month’s newsletter.
 As a wee girl Muriel was a 

deep thinker and frequently asked 
the question “why are we here?”.  
She didn’t find the answers to her 
questions in the church in which she 
was raised and ended up leaving 
the church at age 15 and leaving her 
family home shortly after at age 16 
to do life on her own.
 Life took it’s turns and at 36 
years old, still without relationship 
with God or any church connec-
tions, Muriel found herself pregnant 
and being encouraged by the baby’s 
father to have an abortion.  An 
appointment was made for a few 
weeks out, giving her more time 
to think about it.  During that time 
Muriel remembers being asked by 
cont’d page 2...

 Josiah* has the cheekiest grin. 
It’s a Cheshire Cat kind of smile that 
takes up half his face, and always 
precedes a borderline inappropriate 
comment or brilliant remark. Josiah 
is 10 years old and he laughs with his 
shoulders. He has a firm handshake, 
and the word “CAMP” shaved into 
the back of his white-blond buzz 
cut (that he daily colours with blue 
marker to keep it legible). Josiah 
has been diagnosed with Attention 
Deficit Hyperactive Disorder. It is 
the summer of ’13, and my co-leader 
Damon and I (temporarily named 
“Boombox”) will be caring for him 
and four other boys for two weeks 
at Ontario Pioneer Camp. Truth is, 
we don’t quite know what to expect 

from him, but are eager to find out.
 For one thing, Josiah feasts 
on attention. He is soon renowned 
for his ability to shout something 
ridiculous precisely when the group 
falls silent before announcements or 
prayer. He is quirky in his habits and 
phases. For example, one day he 
only speaks in rhyme. Another, he 
decides to wear every single one of 
his shirts — all at once. He is incred-
ibly intelligent; he carries around an 
intricate Rubik’s Cube-esque fidget 
toy that he flicks back and forth into 
complex shapes and patterns when-
ever he grows bored. He has an ex-
tensive knowledge of the world, the 
army, and the Bible. Though often 
leaving us frustrated, exhausted and/
or embarrassed, most often — Josi-
ah leaves us speechless.
 My favourite example of this 
cont’d page 3...
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prayer that the windows of heaven 
would be opened up for her…and 
that she would experience HIM and 
that HE would reveal HIS Glory in 
different ways... God is amazing!
 Muriel has followed God’s 
leading step by step on her jour-
ney. It’s easy to see why Proverbs 
3:5-7 is a life verse for her:  “Trust 
in the Lord with all your heart, and 
lean not on your own understanding; 
in all your ways acknowledge Him, 
and He shall direct your paths.  Do 
not be wise in your own eyes; fear 
the Lord and depart from evil.”  Even 
as the Magi of old studied the skies, 
spotted the star and felt drawn to 
know more, so has this daughter 
been drawn to Jesus, following the 
path that leads into His arms.
 What about you?  How is He 
leading you this Christmas season?  
Shall we ask Him to pour out dreams 
and visions?  Perhaps He wants to 
reveal Himself to you as Provider in 
a new and amazing way!  A popular 
Christmas card saying is “wise men 
still seek Him”.  May it be so with us 
as it has been for Muriel!

Josiah’s Star cont’d..
takes place toward the end of our 
last week. We are heading back to 
our sections after dinner to pre-
pare for a camp-wide game (likely a 
version of Capture the Flag), when 
a quick head count leaves us short 
by one camper — one Josiah, to 
be precise. I turn around and im-
mediately spot him standing in the 
middle of the parking lot, staring up 
at the sky with his mouth open and 
his arms to his sides. I call him over, 
but he doesn’t acknowledge me. 
I try again and walk towards him, 
all leader-like, deciding on the best 
behavioural strategy to apply to the 
situation.
 “Boombox,” he says, without 
looking away, “I see a star.” 
 Now, it’s just after dinner so 
the sky is bright and blue in hue. I 
begin to tell him that and yet —
 “I see a star. Look harder.” So 
there I stand, open-mouthed and 
floppy-armed, squinting to humour 
him when — I see it. It’s teeny, but 
it’s bright and completely still. It’s not 
a plane, or a cloud, or a bird, and 
soon Damon wanders over with 
intrigue. Without looking away, we 
prod him to squint for himself — he 
sees it too. After being silent for 
some time, he says something along 
the lines of:
 “You know, bud, you pay 
attention to things a lot of people 
miss.”
 It is so true. I quickly notice, 
however, the irony of the statement. 
Here stands a boy who supposedly 
has a deficiency in being attentive, 
yet his catching a glimpse of that odd 
star points to the opposite! We wait 
for Josiah to say something, but he 
shrugs and skips away instead. I later 
make a comment about naming that 
star after him, to which he responds: 
 “God already has a name for 
that star, Boombox.” 
 You’re right, Josiah. You’re so 

right.
 In retrospect, some elements 
of this story — a boy, and a star 
— bring another narrative to mind. 
Thousands of years ago, those with 
eyes to see were lead to Jesus by the 
glinting glow of star. The Lord sent 
angels to declare truth to shepherds, 
and dreams to give direction to 
Magi. In addition to these wonders 
(though angels and dreams could 
very well have sufficed in leading 
them to the manger), God sewed 
a star to the eastern sky. That way, 
they would need to look up. 
 Just as with Josiah at camp, 
in order to see what I was meant 
to, I needed to drop my pursuit of 
the moment (getting the boys ready 
for the game), take a few steps back 
(onto the parking lot), surrender to 
what I heard (with arms flopped 
at my sides), and wait (with wide 
eyes). When I took my sight off my 
environs and turned heavenward — 
thats when I saw his promise fulfilled, 
that’s when clarity came. So it is with 
every other kind of revelation…
 These themes are no mystery, 
but that doesn’t mean they aren’t 
golden. I hope that, even now, you’re 
recalling stories and names closer to 
home that help you to remember. 
Let’s yield to these reminders to-
gether — as they pull at our pant-
legs and petition for piggy-backs — 
and take them to heart. 
 Josiah reminds us that as God 
awakens each star by their name, so 
he knows ours; so he calls ours, and 
so he delights in ours. He takes pride 
in our understanding of his promises, 
and he honours childlike faith — as 
we live with whole trust, giddy devo-
tion and sky-high anticipation to see 
the heavenly eclipse the earthly. This 
is His heart’s desire as our Abba, and 
our heart’s design as His beloved. 
*The camper’s name has been al-
tered for the article. 

Muriel cont’d...
a co-worker what she planned to 
do about the baby.  In that moment 
she was taken into a vision from 
God.  She clearly saw a Christmas 
tree and saw a beautiful 4 month 
old girl under the tree and heard the 
words ‘she’s a gift’.  She responded 
to the co-worker “I’m going to have 
her”.  At this point she had had no 
confirmation of the sex of the baby 
but God revealed this to her in the 
vision.
 In a dream, at 7 months 
pregnant, the Lord showed Muriel 
a dark haired girl in a school yard.  
She introduced herself and said “My 
name’s Elise”.  In the dream Muriel 
went to the library to look up the 
meaning of the name.  She read 
“bearer of happy souls” and “ded-
icated to God”.  Again, God in His 
faithfulness was leading His girl step 
by step.
 When Elise was 2 years old 
Muriel found herself feeling de-
pressed, lonely,   without purpose, 
looking for love in all the wrong 
places and feeling fearful of being 
a single Mom.  She remembers 
weeping and kneeling as she cried 
out to God “If You exist then prove 
it to me cause I can’t do this on my 
own!”  Immediately the heaviness 
lifted.  
 Shortly after, she saw an ad 
in the local newspaper for a single 
Mom’s group.  Being drawn out of 
her need she began attending, only 
later realizing that the group was 
part of a local church ministry.  She 
began to get more involved and 
found by volunteering at Sunday 
school God started to show her 
in simple ways “Christianity 101’ 
through being with the children.  He 
became Provider and Husband to 
her and took her deeper into rela-
tionship with Him.

 I can’t help but share one 
‘provision story’ from the many Mu-
riel has experienced on her journey.  
At one point she was in need of a 
new roof on her home.  The esti-
mated cost was $4,500 and Muriel 
was hoping her income tax return 
would cover it.  It came up short 
and Muriel had Elise pray with her 
for God to provide for this need.  
Young Elise responded “Mommy 
isn’t that being greedy?”  Mom 
answered “No, God knows exactly 
how much we need”.  When filing 
her income tax online she hadn’t 
pushed the ‘send’ button.  Mean-
while, a receipt (for a substantial do-
nation she had made) arrived.  Once 
this was tallied into her income tax 
submission, not only was the cost of 
the roof covered but there was an 
extra $40 on top of it!
 OK, just one more ‘provision 
story’!  Another time, after being 
laid off from work, Muriel found 
herself with a stack of bills needing 
payment.  She gave her request 
to God and went about her day, 
enjoying the beautiful sunshine and 
feeling a lovely peace of God.  She 
dropped Elise off at the school bus 
and she stopped to pick up her 
mail at the post office on the way 
to the church.  When she opened 
an envelope from her mail she was 
blessed to find a card containing 
the exact amount of money she 
needed to pay her bills!  The card 
simply said “This is to bless you and 
to encourage you to share your faith 
with others.”  It was anonymous and 
to this day Muriel has no idea who 
the Lord had used;   she had not 
expressed her need to anyone but 
God Himself!  In the retelling of this 
inspiring story now Muriel is being 
true to this person’s request to en-
courage others!
 Before coming to Hamilton 

(which is another amazing story of 
God’s leading that you simply must 
ask her about!) the Lord gave a 
prophetic prayer through a pastor:  
“Lord, open up the windows of 
heaven and release a down pouring 
of dreams and visions!”
 Muriel and Elise were seeking 
the Lord about where Elise should 
attend school.  They came together 
to an overnight orientation time at 
Redeemer University to get a sense 
of what God might be saying.  Mu-
riel and Elise had prayed and fasted, 
crying out a mother’s prayer to God 
“To Reveal Yourself as I’ve never 
experienced before and show us if 
this is the University that Elise needs 
to attend!”
 God had kept Muriel up late 
with a divine appointment encoun-
ter with another lady staying in the 
cottage with her.  She remembers 
going to bed and looking up at the 
ceiling, seeing stars and twinkling 
lights.  She wondered “Is this dec-
orated as a children’s room?” and 
got out of bed to turn on the light 
to see if there were paintings on the 
ceiling.  There were not.  She went 
back to bed and was immediately in 
the same vision.  It was as though 
there were no roof and she could 
see the stars and clouds passing by.  
She felt afraid and asked “God is this 
You?” and proclaimed the blood of 
Jesus.  After experiencing this open 
vision for a half hour or so, she fell 
asleep and did not mention the 
vision to Elise.  Later Muriel shared 
the vision with a pastor friend who 
was familiar with dreams and visions.  
She encouraged Muriel that had 
she not been afraid God may have 
shown her more.  Elise had felt a 
strong sense “this is where I need 
to be” and Muriel felt her vision 
was a strong confirmation as well.  
She thought back to the prophetic 
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EXCHANGE

In the new year you may 
want to consider a govern-
ment job doing the 2016 
census.  I, Lisa, did this job 
several years ago and it 
was an amazing blessing to 
meet people in their homes.  
You can early apply but the 
actual jobs will not be post-
ed until the new year:  
www.census.gc.ca/jobs
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My name is Melanie Maria Palmer. I am a self taught 
artist living in South Georgia, U.S.A. I always sign my 
artwork with the cross and the fish. I love to be a 
blessing with my art. I make homemade greeting cards 
with scripture and do art works in pencil, watercolor, 
acrylic, and pastel. I do landscapes, portraits, pet 
portraits, seascapes, and still lifes. I love art and it is my 
passion. I always hope the love of Jesus shows through my 
work. I also teach art classes for Grumbacher paints at 
Michael’s Arts and Crafts here in Valdosta.
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The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am
Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Operation Exodus/
Aliyah Prayer 10am
Kids Prayer and 
Worship 4pm
Fire By Night 7pm

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Communion Service 
and Love Feast 10 am
Parent’s Prayer
8:30 am
6:30pm Hanukkah 
Service 

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am
Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Operation Exodus/
Aliyah Prayer 10am
Worship and Warfare 
7pm

Nehemiah Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Worship With The 
Word 7 pm

Worship
Service 10 am
Parent’s Prayer
8:30 am

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am
Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Operation Exodus/
Aliyah Prayer 10am
Fire By Night 7pm

Corporate Prayer 
10 am
Preparedness Prayer 
1-2 pm
Band of Brothers 7 pm

Christmas Celebration 
7 pm

Worship Service 
(Prophetic Gifts, 
Christmas Focus) 
10 am
Parent’s Prayer
8:30 am

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am
Christmas Soaking 
Night 7pm - 8:30pm

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am
Watchman Prayer for 
Canada 9:30 am

Operation Exodus/
Aliyah Prayer 10am
Worship and Warfare 
7pm

Christmas Service
10 am

Worship
Service 10 am
Parent’s Prayer
8:30 am

The Big Ask Men’s 
Prayer and Worship
5am

HHOP Building
HCF Sanctuary

ARTWORK


