
 If you ever would like to 
be encouraged, just get together 
with Andy Brandsma to chat about 
anything or simply listen to his tes-
timony. His life has had a significant 
number of ups and downs, yet he 
has maintained an immensely pos-
itive outlook in spirit, attitude and 
actions. 
     Perhaps this sincere positive 
perspective is rooted in his family 
history. His parents immigrated to 
Canada from Holland in 1950, just 
after the end of WW II. His father 
helped a farmer on a farm near 
Lindsay, Ontario. Andy’s family grew 

up attending a United church in 
Lindsay. Andy was born the eldest 
of seven children in 1952. This may 
have developed a very  responsi-
ble and sensitive attitude about his 
family.
     After high school, Andy went to 
Collingwood to work with his uncle 
in the textile industry. This led him 
to Mohawk College to complete 
a textile program. Although Andy 
had grown up in a Christian envi-
ronment, it was during his time in 
Collingwood that a personal rela-
tionship with the Trinity developed.
      In 1986, Andy and his wife Andi 
were both working at a “Mission 
Advance 86” conference organized 
cont’d bottom page 3...
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Very quickly our summer theme 
sparked a flame in my heart and the 
pursuit of the love and fire of God 
captured me.  I think it could be 
compared to embers responding to 
the wind of Holy Spirit, awakening a 
language from my past and giving it 
new life within me.

Bob, in his recent “Quest for Love” 
message (July 12) shared a bit about 
how we spoke a different ‘language’ 
when we first met.  Bob was at-
tending HCF and I was attending 
another church in the city, Crossfire 
Assembly.  The Toronto outpouring 
was continuing to flow and we were 
both ‘in the river’.  HCF particularly, 

I noticed used a lot of ‘water’ terms:  
the river of God, the rain of His 
Spirit, living waters of His love.  My 
‘language’ was one of fire:  Refiner’s 
Fire, Lord light the fire again, fire on 
the altar, crying out for my heart to 
be ablaze with His love.  I attended 
James Goll’s conference “Fire on the 
Altar” and several times attended 
and then participated in hosting Jill 
Austin’s “Fire and Passion” confer-
ences.  My heart was overwhelmed 
to be in a meeting with Mickey 
Robinson sharing about the fire of 
God.  After having his face melted in 
a fiery plane crash, I felt this man had 
authority to speak on this theme!  
Generally there was such a draw for 
me into the fire of God!

Bob and I were collaborating on a 
dance workshop and it started 
cont’d on page 2...
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fire and truth” it will release into the land 
and into the atmosphere salvation and 
deliverance. (Photo via incandvoice)
Nations will come into revival and in our 
darkest hour many will see the light. This 
fire will purify the defilement and awaken 
the dead from their spiritual sleep. I de-
clare in the Name above all Names, Jesus 
Christ, “Let the fire fall, let the wind blow, 
let His glory come down!”
July, August and September
 I sense that the next three 
months, leading up to Rosh Hashanah 
(the Jewish New Year that takes place 
from September 13-15), will be months 

that usher in breakthrough. I believe 
that many changes will take place in the 
natural and the spiritual realms that make 
a way for those who have been waiting 
and being prepared to move forward into 
their assignments and callings.
 Do not be discouraged as you 
are even now seeing things in the natural 
landscape of nations (land, government, 
etc.) shifting and giving the appearance 
that darkness is winning. Historically God 
allows darkness to expand its boundaries 
right before an unprecedented move of 
God. Often darkness sets the stage for 
the glory of God to be revealed. It’s like a 

thunderstorm in the dark of night.
The lightning bolts can be seen clearly for 
miles; yet a thunderstorm in the middle 
of the day subdues the light. God is about 
to release a surge of His power that will 
be displayed in the midst of darkness that 
will bring many from living in darkness 
to living in His Light. This surge of His 
power will ignite wildfires that purify both 
land and people. This is especially true in 
North America. 
 God’s fire will both purify the 
land and clear the way for the plans of 
God to be birthed. Let the water and fire 
come! 

A Baptism of Fire is Coming
Reprinted with permission by 
Kathi Pelton

 Days after receiving the vision 
regarding the refreshing water that was 
coming to wash and revive God’s people, 
I received another vision that began with 
God speaking the words, “Get ready for 
a fresh baptism of fire.”
 I immediately felt like I was taken 
back 2000 years to the upper room with 
all those who gathered to wait in obedi-
ence to the Lord for something unknown. 
Once again, in this hour, many have been 
in a waiting room or holding pattern for 
months in obedience to His voice, not 
knowing what they are waiting for but 
knowing that something is coming. The 
early disciples waited; then the fire fell! 
 When the tongues of fire came 
upon them they became intoxicated 
(filled to overflowing) with the Holy Spir-
it. They received the Fire that cannot be 
extinguished. The Eternal Flame came to 
reside in each of them and He would lead 
them to expand the Kingdom in even 
greater ways than they had yet seen. Mir-
acles, power and intimacy were poured 
into them. A prayer language that would 
purify and align them with the interces-
sion of Heaven came upon them. People 
thought that they were drunk with wine 
but they were actually filled with Holy 
Fire.
 Get ready for this to happen 
anew! Do not despise your time of 
waiting because fire is about to fall upon 
you. It will renew your strength and give 
life to your legs to run the race without 
weariness. This fire will give you “wings of 
flames” to fly higher and farther than you 
have ever known. This fire will cause you 
to feel like your youth has been renewed.
 God’s glory is about to come 
down and ignite hearts and nations with 
a fresh baptism in His love, His purity, His 
power and His holiness. People that nev-
er knew Him will be saved and delivered 
throughout the nations without anyone 
even speaking to them.
 As this fire falls on God’s people 
and they begin to release the “tongues of 

Summer of Love cont’d...
to occur to me that God could be 
bringing us together in a marriage re-
lationship.  I ran to my prayer closet 
and cried out to God “if Bob’s ‘river’ 
would put out my ‘fire’ then I don’t 
want this relationship!”  It was so real 
to me that I just could not reconcile 
the two ‘streams’ flowing together 
as one….until the Lord took me 
to Daniel 7:9,10.  “His throne was 
flaming with fire, and its wheels were 
all ablaze.  A river of fire was flowing, 
coming out from before Him.”.   A 
river of fire?  Immediately my heart 
settled and we knew that not only 
could this relationship work, but it 
suddenly felt more ordained of God 
than ever!

When we sought the Lord about 
our relationship He gave us each 
revelation in line with these themes 
that told us both He was definitely 
involved in our coming together.  I 
saw a picture of tubes of paint, one 
blue, one red and they were being 
squeezed out to blend and make 
purple.  Bob had a dream about a 
fireplace and the bricks were red 
and blue with a purple flame in-
side.  God continued to speak to 
us through these colours.  After we 
were married we went back to eat 
at the restaurant where had our first 
lunch together.  There, on the wall 
was a 3D painting with tubes of red 
and blue and purple paint!  One of 
our wedding gifts was a prophetic 
painting of a dancer with red and 
blue ribbons in her hair and the artist 
had no idea of this theme the Lord 
had been speaking to us.

Then, as we sought the Lord about 
which church would be our home 
He again was faithful and spoke in 
those terms.  We had been attend-
ing HCF in the morning and Cross-
fire in the evening trying to 

get a sense of what He was saying.  
Finally we decided to visit Val Dodd’s 
church, to come aside and to try to 
hear from God and get some clarity.  
Val spoke about the priest’s ephod 
that day and about how it was a sign 
that they ‘wore their people’ over 
their hearts in intercession.  Not 
thinking of the message from the 
previous week, the following Sunday 
as I was getting dressed for church I 
picked up a blue dress from the clos-
et.  I immediately heard the Lord say 
“wear your people over your heart” 
and I knew HCF, the ‘river church’ 
would become ‘my people’.

Of course our relationship with God, 
with each other and with the church 
is much deeper than this language 
and our lives have been rich in so 
many ways.  Yet, my spirit somehow 
continues to be drawn after all of 
these years to the imagery of fire.  I 
have found it to be quite powerful 
to commit the whole summer to 
pursuing God’s fire, to understand 
His fire more, to embrace Him as 
the All-Consuming Fire, burning up 
everything that gets in the way of my 
love for Him.

How about you HCF?  What does 
the ‘fire language’ mean to you?  Has 
He spoken truths to your heart 
about this theme?  Do you feel the 
wind of the Spirit stirring up the em-
bers of His love within you?  Will you 
go deeper into relationship with the 
Man of Fire, Jesus Himself with eyes 
aflame with passionate love for you?  

Our Summer of Love, Summer of 
Fire can be a turning point, a firewall 
of demarcation for us if we deter-
mine to press in more to His heart, 
to know His love for us and His 
love for the world.  Let’s be burning 
torches, bringing Him glory with our 
very lives ablaze for Him.

Profile cont’d...
by Student Mission Advance (SMA). 
The conference was held in Hamilton 
and SMA encouraged graduates to 
spend time in missions. Andy and 
Andi felt the call to go to Tonga 
while working for SMA.  They would 
have to raise their own prayer and 
financial support. They sold their 
home. Their home church, Stanley 
Avenue Baptist Church, agreed to 
let them speak one Sunday to share 
their needs with the congregation, 
which raised the remainder of their 
support they required. Andy, Andi 
and their daughter Sarah went to 
University of the Nations in Kona 
Hawaii, before going onto Tonga.
      Andy laid the foundations for 
University of the Nations YWAM 
Tonga campus. While in Tonga, they 
were the first missionaries that the 
HCF Church sponsored. After 2 
years serving in Tonga Andy, his wife 
and daughter came back to Canada 
to start all over again by helping to 
strengthen the church in Canada. 
     Between 1990 and 2011, Andy 
took on several jobs to support his 
family, mostly in the textile industry. 
With things drying up in the textile 
industry, Andy was able to become 
a qualified funeral director in 2011 
through a Funeral Services Program 
at Humber College. Andy felt blessed 
by government support to transition 

into a new career.
           While at Mohawk, Andy 
served as a student representative 
on the Board of Governors. Adminis-
tration is one of Andy’s spiritual gifts. 
He has held a number of positions 
such as President of the Canadian 
Textile Association, served on the 
Board of several churches and pres-
ently he co-ordinates and runs the 
Co-op Board, where he and Andi 
live. Andy believes that Christians, 
and people in general, should be 
contributing to society. Andy’s other 
main spiritual gift includes discern-
ment and he believes in living a life in 
balance and peace.
     Some of Andy’s interests are 
archery, the outdoors, biking, mak-
ing bows and leather work. One of 
his favorite books is “Ordering Your 
Private World” and he is a coun-
try music enthusiast, especially of 
the Zac Brown Band. He and Andi 
actually met at a Blue Grass festival. 
When you share time with Andy and 
Andi as a couple, you sense mutual 
respect, love and unity. They have 
two adult children: their son Mark, 
who has his PHD in Metallurgy and is 
presently visiting from Norway, with 
his wife and three children and Sarah, 
a social worker, who lives in Cope-
town with her husband and two 
children.
     When Andy is picking a church, 

he prefers a church that is not too 
big, is mission and outreach orien-
tated and provides an atmosphere 
which promotes a deeper walk with 
God.
     In terms of the overall Christian 
Church, Andy thinks it is good that 
there are a variety of churches to 
meet individual needs. Yet, at the 
same time, there are some churches 
that feel they must provide a high 
entertainment factor if they are to 
grow. Consequently, they are not 
looking enough at God. Andy prefers 
worship that states “Oh God, you 
are great” as opposed to “Oh God, 
what have you done for me?”
 Some of Andy’s strong beliefs 
are that “we should trust God in a 
deeper way” (example: jobs), and 
“Don’t fear the future, when God is 
in the present”, as well as remember-
ing that “God is in control of every-
thing”, “God is good and God is good 
all the time” and that “God is even in 
Plan B, when we do not follow Plan 
A, the way he wants us to”.
     Andy is very influenced by fellow 
Christians who hear The Lord’s voice 
and act on it. 
       It was a total privilege and 
pleasure spending time with Andy. I 
would encourage anyone else to do 
the same.

32



Hamilton Christian Fellowship 135 Strathcona Ave, N., Hamilton, ON L8R 3C2 www.hcfchurch.ca office@hcfchurch.ca Pastor: David Cummings

Take care of giving up your first 
zeal; beware of cooling in the 
least degree. Ye were hot and 

earnest once; be hot and 
earnest still, and let the fire 

which once burnt within you 
still animate you. Be ye still 

men of might and vigour, men 
who serve their God with 

diligence and zeal.
- Charles Spurgeon
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